
HOUSE No. 967
By Mr. James J. Sullivan of Boston, petition of James J. Sullivan

that members of the state police be placed under the laws governing
the civil service. Civil Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act requiring Members of the State Police to be
Included within the Classified Civil Service.

1 Section 1. Chapter twenty-two of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section nine
3 A and inserting in place thereof the following;
4 Section 9A. Whenever the governor shall deem it
5 necessary to provide more effectively for the protection
6 of persons and property and for the maintenance of
7 law and order in the commonwealth, he may authorize
8 the commissioner to make additional appointments to
9 the division of state police, together with such other
10 employees as the governor may deem necessary for
11 the proper administration thereof. The appointment
12 of the additional officers herein provided for shall be
13 subject to the requirements of the civil service law
14 and rules. Said additional officers shall have and
15 exercise within the commonwealth all the powers of
16 constables, except the service of civil process, and of
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17 police officers and watchmen. The commissioner
18 may, subject to the approval of the governor, make
19 rules and regulations for said additional force, in-

-20 eluding matters pertaining to their discipline, organ-
-21 ization and government, compensation and equip-
-22 ment, and means of swift transportation; provided,
23 that said force shall not be used or called upon for
24 service in any industrial dispute, unless actual violence
25 has occurred therein, and then only by order of the
26 governor or the person acting in his place. Any mem-
-27 ber of said force violating any of the rules or regula-
-28 tions for said force shall be subject to discipline or
29 discharge. The commissioner, subject to like ap-
-30 proval, may select and maintain a group of persons,
31 not exceeding fifty in number, who shall be eligible,
32 upon order of the governor, to be called for service in
33 cases of emergency as temporary members thereof,
34 and such temporary members shall be exempt from
35 the requirements of the civil service law and rules.
36 The commissioner may expend annually for the ex-
-37 penses of administration, organization, government,
38 training, compensation, equipment and maintenance
39 such amount as the general court may appropriate.

1 Section 2. Section four of chapter thirty-one of
2 the General Laws as most recently amended by chap-
-3 ter two hundred and eighty-two of the acts of nine-
-4 teen hundred and thirty, is hereby further amended
5 by adding at the end thereof the following new para-
-6 graph:
7 All officers of the division of state police appointed
8 under section nine A of chapter twenty-two of the
9 General Laws, except as otherwise provided in said

10 section.
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1 Section 3. Section forty-five of chapter thirty-
-2 one of the General Laws, as amended by section three
3 of chapter two hundred and twenty of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and twenty-five is hereby further
5 amended by striking out in the sixth line the comma
6 after the word “Boston” and by inserting after said
7 word “Boston” the word: and, and by striking
8 out in the seventh line the words “and the state po-
-9 lice” so as to read as follows: Section 45. Within

10 thirty days after the hearing provided for in section
11 forty-three or after action under section forty-six, the
12 person so removed, transferred or lowered in rank or
13 compensation, or suspended, or whose office or position
14 is abolished, except members of the police depart-
-15 ment of Boston and the police of the metropolitan
16 district commission, may bring a petition in the dis-
-17 trict court of the judicial district where such person
18 resides, addressed to the justice of the court, praying
19 that the action of the officer or board may be reviewed
20 by the court, and after such notice to such officer or
21 board as the court deems necessary, it shall review
22 such action, hear the witnesses, and shall affirm the
23 decision of the officer or board unless it shall appear
24 that it was made without proper cause or in bad
25 faith, in which case said decision shall be reversed and
26 the petitioner be reinstated in his office without loss
27 of compensation. The decision of the court shall be
28 final and conclusive upon the parties.




