
HOUSE No. 972

By Mr. James J. Sullivan of Boston (by request), petition of Cole-
man E. Kelly that Congress be memorialized in favor of federal
regulation of trucks and buses. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

Resolutions memorializing Congress in Favor of Federal
Legislation regulating Trucks and Buses.

1 Resolved, That the general court of Massachusetts
2 urges the congress of United States to enact legisla-
-3 tion to provide the interstate commerce commissioners,
4 the power to supervise an adequate regulation by
5 placing all trucks and buses on a competitive basis
6 with railroads, throughout the United States. The
7 said commission shall be given the authority to regu-
-8 late the rates, and hours, of labor, and force them to
9 pay a just share of the construction and upkeep costs

10 of their right of way; and
11 Whereas, The taxpayers of Massachusetts like other
12 states, have been burdened with taxation, of which
13 millions of dollars have been paid for the construction
14 and the upkeep of roads and highways of which the
15 said trucks and buses now using the right of way
16 upon the roads and highways, pay no other tax to the
17 state or community, than the taxpayers, pay for
18 operating a family car; and
19 Whereas, Since these roads and highways have been
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20 completed the trucks and buses using them, the
21 conditions are rapidly becoming a great menace and
22 danger to the taxpayers who travel the said roads
23 and highways; and
24 Whereas, The railroads of the United States have
25 paid out millions of dollars for taxes to the states in
26 which they run their lines, and millions for the upkeep
27 and maintenance of the right of way through the cities
28 and towns of the states, during the winter months
29 when the railroad companies are met with snowstorms
30 or any other time are tied up by storms or washouts
31 they get out their equipment and clear their lines
32 without delay for the safety of the public with con-
-33 siderable expense, while the trucks and buses find
34 the highways impossible to travel the said truck and
35 bus companies wait until the taxpayers’ money is
36 spent to open the said roads and highways; and
37 Whereas, The said trucks and buses doing business
38 in competition to railroads throughout the United
39 States have been one of the many means of unem-
-40 ployment and depression, causing thousands of men
41 who were employed on railroads to be thrown out of
42 employment; and
43 Whereas, There is no question that the different
44 states, and the congress of United States are em-
-45 powered to enact legislation to regulate trucks and
46 busses they have assumed the power to regulate the
47 railroads and public utilities, and the highway com-
-48 petition of commerce is or ought to be subjected to
49 regulation; and therefore be it
50 Resolved, That the general court of Massachusetts
51 earnestly and respectfully petitions the congress of
52 the United States to enact legislation regulating
53 trucks and buses and hereby, place the said trucks,
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54 and buses, through the interstate commerce com-
-55 missioner on a fair and equal scale with the railroad
56 companies in so far, as the right of way and operating
57 expenses are concerned.
58 Resolved, That the secretary of the commonwealth
59 be directed to send a copy of these resolutions to the
60 president, and to the presiding officer of each branch
61 of congress and to the senators and representatives
62 in congress from Massachusetts.




