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By Mr. Doyle of Malden, petition of Joseph P. Marinelli relative
to licensing of undertakers and funeral directors by local boards of
health. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act further regulating the Licensing of Undertakers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and fourteen of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary edition
3 thereof, is hereby amended by striking out section
4 forty-nine and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-5 ing;
6 Section jf9. Boards of health shall annually, on or
7 before May first, upon the payment of a license fee
8 of twenty-five dollars therefor, license a suitable
9 number of undertakers who can read and write the

10 English language and who are qualified as hereinafter
11 provided. Each license hereunder shall be issued
12 upon such terms and conditions as the board of health
13 issuing it may prescribe and may be revoked at any
14 time by such board if any of its terms and conditions
15 or any requirement of law relative thereto has been
16 violated by the licensee. An undertaker so licensed
17 may act in any town. Before issuance of such a
18 license or of a renewal thereof, there shall be pre-
-19 sented to the board of health by the applicant for such
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20 license satisfactory evidence that he is a citizen of the
21 United States of good moral character and is compe-
-22 tent to prepare such death certificates and other docu-
-23 ments as are required in the ordinary course of his
24 business, and is familiar with the precautions to be
25 taken by an undertaker to prevent the spread of com-
-26 municable diseases and is conversant with the laws
27 of the United States and of this commonwealth
28 relative to the custody of dead bodies, the prepara-
-29 tion of such bodies for burial, cremation and shipment
30 and relative to their burial, cremation and shipment.
31 Before the issuance of such an original license the
32 applicant shall have passed a satisfactory written
33 examination conducted by the local board of health
34 relative to the subjects mentioned in the preceding
35 sentences, which said board is hereby authorized to
36 make and conduct. An undertaker licensed as afore-
-37 said shall maintain within the commonwealth an un-
-38 dertaking establishment so located, constructed and
39 equipped as to permit the decent and sanitary hand-
-40 ling of dead bodies and shall maintain therein suitable
41 equipment for such handling.
42 Whoever, not being licensed hereunder, shall, by
43 himself or by an agent or servant who is not so li-
-44 censed, engage in the business of an undertaker shall
45 be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred
46 dollars or by imprisonment for not more than two
47 months, or both; but this section shall not prohibit
48 the employment of apprentices or assistants under
49 the personal supervision of an undertaker licensed
50 under this section.
51 The word “undertaker” as used in this chapter
52 shall be deemed to mean and include funeral di-
-53 rector.


