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House of Representatives, May 2, 1933.

The joint committee on the Judiciary, to whom was
referred so much of the report of the Attorney-General
for the year ending November 30, 1932 (Pub. Doc. No.
12), as relates to introducing as evidence of credibility of
witnesses their records under suspended sentences and
terms of probation, report the accompanying bill (House,
No. 1392).

For the committee,

CHARLES J. INNES.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act relative to the Introduction, as Evidence of
Credibility of Witnesses, of their Records under
Suspended Sentences and Terms of Probation.

1 Chapter two hundred and thirty-three of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 edition thereof, is hereby amended by striking out
4 section twenty-one and inserting in place thereof
5 the following:

6 Section 21. The conviction of a witness of a
7 crime or the record showing that he was found guilty
8 or pleaded guilty to the commission of a crime and
9 as a result thereof a suspended sentence or a term of

10 probation was imposed may be shown to affect his
11 credibility, except as follows
12 First, The record of his conviction of a misde-
13 meaner shall not be shown for such purpose after
14 five years from the date on which sentence on said
15 conviction was imposed and the record showing that
16 he was found guilty or pleaded guilty to a complaint
17 or indictment alleging that he committed a misde-
18 meaner and upon which he was given a suspended

probation, shall not be shownplat19 sente

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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20 for such purpose after five years from the date the
21 suspended sentence was imposed or probation ordered,
22 unless he has subsequently been convicted of a crime
23 within five years of the time of his testifying.
24 Second, The record of his conviction of a felony
25 upon which a fine only was imposed, or a sentence to
26 a reformatory prison, jail, or house of correction,
27 shall not be shown for such purpose after ten years
28 from the date on which sentence on said conviction
29 was imposed and the record showing that he was
30 found guilty or pleaded guilty to a complaint or in-
-31 dictment alleging that he committed a felony, and
32 upon which he was given a suspended sentence or
33 placed on probation shall not be shown for such
34 purpose after ten years from the date on which the
35 suspended sentence was imposed or probation ordered,
36 unless he has subsequently been convicted of a crime
37 within ten years of the time of his testifying.
38 Third, The record of his conviction of a felony
39 upon which a state prison sentence was imposed
40 shall not be shown for such purpose after ten years
41 from the date of expiration of the minimum term of
42 imprisonment imposed by the court, unless he has
43 subsequently been convicted of a crime within ten
44 years of the time of his testifying.




