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House of Representatives, May 8, 1933.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was re-
ferred the petition (accompanied by resolve, House No.
1157) of John C. Mahoney, mayor of Worcester, that the
Commonwealth reimburse Judge Webster Thayer and
other citizens who sustained damage by reason of acts of
violence against the property of said judge, report the
accompanying resolve (House, No. 1407).

For the committee,

JOHN W. LASELI

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

Resolve in Favor of the Widow of the Late Honorable
Webster Thayer.

1 Whereas, The death of the Honorable Webster
2 Thayer, an associate justice of the superior court of
3 the commonwealth, was attributable to his enfeebled
4 health, caused by mental and physical distress di-
-5 rectly due to persistent and constant threats of mur-
-6 derous violence by avowed or secret enemies of our
7 institutions of government; and
8 Whereas, The assaults threatened against him were,
9 in truth, in defiance of the commonwealth, and of its

10 authority; and
11 Whereas, A state ought, in honor, and by its own
12 inherent power, to defend, at any cost, its judges in
13 the fearless performance of their lawful duties in life,
14 and should likewise protect their estates and their
15 dependents against loss sustained through extraor-
-16 dinary and unprecedented perils courageously met
17 by them; and
18 Whereas, In consummation of the atrocious purpose
19 of the threatened assaults upon the life of Judge
20 Thayer, on the night of September twenty-seventh, of
21 the year last past, his home was destroyed by a bomb
22 and he and his wife sustained serious injury and had
23 forever taken away from them the security and hap-
-24 piness of their own dwelling; and
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25 Whereas, His lamented death precludes the granting
26 of an honorarium, or recompense to him, the com-
-27 monwealth should nevertheless, in its maintenance of
28 the inviolable authority of the law of the common-
-29 wealth, make recognition of, and in some measure
30 provide reimbursement for, losses sustained and for
31 sacrifices never before demanded of, or imposed upon,
32 any other one of the honored judiciary of Massa-
-33 chusetts; now, therefore, be it
34 Resolved, That, after an appropriation has been
35 made, there be allowed and paid out of the treasury
36 of the commonwealth to the widow of the late Honor-
-37 able Webster Thayer the sum of twenty-five thousand
38 dollars.




