
HOUSE 1452

House of Representatives, May 24, 1933.

The committee on Taxation, to whom were referred
so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1) as re-
lates to providing revenue for old age assistance, the special
report of the Commissioner of Corporations and Taxa-
tion on ways and means for permanently raising the
revenue required by the Commonwealth and the cities
and towns thereof for financing the provisions of law
providing adequate assistance to certain aged citizens
(House, No. 410), and the petition (accompanied by bill,
House, No. 391) of Harold E. Cole for repeal of the head
tax in connection with revenue for assistance to certain
aged persons and substitution therefor of an additional
tax on incomes, report the accompanying bill (House,
No. 1452).

For the committee,

JAMES E. KENDALL

Cl)t Commontocalt& ot Qgassacinisetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act relative to Furnishing the Commonwealth’s
Portion of the Expenses of the Old Age Assistance
Act.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter fifty-nine of
2 the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 edition, is hereby amended by striking out all of
4 said section and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-5 lowing new section:
6 Section 1. In the year nineteen hundred and
7 thirty-four and annually thereafter a poll tax of
8 three dollars shall be assessed on every male inhabi-
-9 tant of the commonwealth above the age of twenty,

10 whether a citizen of the United States or an alien.

1 Section 2. Section three of chapter one hundred
2 and eighteen A of the General Laws, as amended by

two hundred and fifty-nine
hundred and thirty-two, is
by striking out said section
thereof the following new

3 section three of chapter
4 of the acts of nineteen
5 hereby further amended
6 and inserting in place
7 section:
8 Section 3. In respect to all aged persons in receipt
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9 of assistance under this chapter, the town rendering
10 the assistance shall be, as hereinafter provided,
11 reimbursed by the commonwealth for one third of
12 the amount of assistance given, or, if the person so
13 aided has no settlement in the commonwealth, for
14 the total amount thereof. If the person so aided has
15 a legal settlement in another town, two thirds of
16 the amount of such assistance given may be re-
-17 covered in contract against the town liable therefor,
18 in accordance with chapter one hundred and seven-
-19 teen. All accounts against the commonwealth for
20 allowances to cities and towns on account of moneys
21 paid for which they are entitled to reimbursement
22 by the commonwealth hereunder shall be rendered
23 to the department on or before June fifteen annu-
-24 ally, and shall be for the twelve months ending on
25 the thirtieth day of April preceding, and, if rendered
26 as aforesaid, approved by the department and cer-
-27 tilled by the comptroller but not otherwise, shall be
28 paid by the commonwealth, out of any funds avail-
-29 able in the Old Age Assistance Fund as established
30 by chapter three hundred and ninety-eight of the
31 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-one and chapter
32 one hundred and twenty of the acts of nineteen hun-
-33 dred and thirty-three. In the event that the fund is
34 insufficient to make reimbursement, the commissioner
35 of corporations and taxation shall assess and levy
36 upon each city and town a special state tax on account
37 of the inhabitants therein taxable under section one
38 of chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws in the pro-
-39 portion that the amount needed in the said Old
40 Age Assistance Fund bears to the taxes assessed
41 under said section one in the preceding year, and he
42 shall certify and commit to the state treasurer the
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43 taxes so assessed which shall thereupon be due and

44 payable by each city and town, and the treasurer
45 thereof and the state treasurer shall have the same

46 remedies and powers with respect to the collection
47 of this special state tax assessed as aforesaid as he has
48 with respect to the collection of the annual state

49 tax. The settlement of this amount shall be made on

50 November twentieth of each year as of November
51 first.


