
HOUSE 1546

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

I return without my approval House Bill 217 entitled,
“An Act eliminating Educational Requirements as a
Prerequisite to the taking of Civil Service Examinations”,
the effect of which is to remove all educational require-
ments in Civil Service examinations.

Under the law as it now stands, for certain positions
in the Civil Service there is provision for high school,
college, or technical school education, or the equivalent.
This gives great latitude to the examining board to judge
of the real qualifications of the applicant. In a very
large number of classifications there is no educational re-
quirement under the present law, but I think it must be
clear that for some positions in the Civil Service there
should be special training and special education. Take,
for example, the classification of the six grades of Civil
Engineers* both in State and City service, varying in
salary from $9OO to $6OOO per year. Does it not seem
necessary and proper that some higher degree of prepara-
tion be called for, for those who compete for a $6OOO
position, than for those who compete for a $9OO position?

It does not necessarily follow that ability to pass an
examination guarantees the possession of sufficient fun-
damental knowledge to protect the State and the City in
the full and proper performance of the duties of the
office or position. The head of a department desiring
assistants, secretarial or otherwise, wishes to be sure that
the educational qualifications of the applicant are such
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as to make him capable of helpful assistance. A director
of health education, a medical inspector, a health nurse,
certain building department positions, a dietitian, a
chief clerk in the Auditing Department, and certain
classes of social workers, for instance, should have special
educational requirements, or the State runs the risk of
placing in these positions persons who would become a
definite public menace.

In these days of general education where all may
participate, it would seem to be a distinct lowering of the
test of public service to enact the provisions of this pro-
posed law.

For these reasons, I return the bill without my approval
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