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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning without my approval House Resolve
216 entitled, “Resolve in Favor of Harry A. Pattison
of Cohasset” which is for the purpose of discharging
an alleged moral obligation and requiring an appropria-
tion of $3891.30 to compensate the said Pattison for
damage to certain lobsters located in Cohasset harbor.

The Resolve indicates that the certain lobsters to
which reference is made were killed by the flow of fresh
water into the harbor because of the lowering of the dam
on Gulf River in the course of the work of the Mosquito
Control Commission under the State Reclamation Board.
The report of the Attorney General rendered apparently
after a full investigation is as follows:

“Whether or not the removal of an illegal obstruction
and the subsequent lowering of the dam and the sub-
sequent change in the fresh water content and a change
in the course of the currents, and the subsequent loss
of Mr. Pattison’s lobsters, should result in a moral
obligation on the part of the Commonwealth for reim-
bursement, would seem to be a matter solely within the
discretion of the Legislature.”

The lowering of the dam was an open operation.
Work was started in June, according to the report of
the Attorney General, when the tide gates were tied
down, and the rock was removed to lower the dam two
feet on August sth to 7th. A2O foot strip of rock was
removed. This dam is conspicuously located and the
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beneficiary of this Resolve had ample opportunity topiotect his lobsters. I verv much)sters. 1 very much doubt if there is anme resident in Cohasset who was not aware of thprogress of the work or that it would result in the admision of a considerable amount of fresh water into Coha>et harbor. Under these circumstances I can see nc"oral obligation upon which to base the Resolve.For these reasons it is returned without my approval

JOSEPH B. ELY


