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Department of Conservation,
Division of Fisheries and Game.

!0 Somerset Street, Boston, December 6, 1933.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws, I submit herewith the
recommendations which will be contained in the annual
report (Pub. Doc. No. 25) of the Director of the Division
of Fisheries and Game, together with bills embodying
the legislation recommended.

SAMUEL A. YORK,

€U Comnuintor.mf) o( C@assiictnisctts

Commissioner of Conservation
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The Director of the Division of Fisheries and Game
respectfully recommends the passage of the following
laws:

1. To increase the Fees of Hunting, Fishing and Trap-
ping Licenses. In 1932 a law was passed providing for
the issuance of separate hunting, fishing and trapping
licenses. While the necessity for providing for separate
licenses was generally recognized, there was much differ-
ence of opinion as to the proper fees which should be
charged for each class of license in order that the revenue
of the Division should not suffer as a result of fees which
were too low. The committee finally decided on the
present fees, with the understanding that the fees would
be readjusted if the revenue of the Division showed a
deficit after the law had been in operation for one year.
The present license fees have been in effect since January
1, 1933, and as a result thereof the revenue of the Division
has dropped by several thousand dollars, the exact
amount of which cannot be determined until the books
are closed for the fiscal year. For that reason it is im-
possible to recommend at this time the fees which would
be necessary to maintain the revenue of the fiscal year
of 1932, but these fees can be determined before legislative
consideration is given to this recommendation.

2. To Prevent Damage or Stealing of Property while
Hunting, Trapping or Fishing. Many complaints are
received of the wilful or negligent injury to property on
the part of persons hunting or fishing. It is the desire
of the Division to protect landowners against the depre-
dations of persons who do not respect the privilege which
they have of hunting and fishing on private property.
To accomplish this the wardens should be empowered to
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arrest and prosecute any person whom they find destroy-
ing, stealing or injuring property. Our wardens spend the
greater portion of their time in the back country regions,
and we believe that they can be used as a valuable police
force in the remote rural regions.

3. To Regulate Fishing on Public Fishing Waters. —■

The present law allows the Director to make rules and
regulations concerning fishing on waters leased as public
fishing waters, but it does not allow the Director to re-
move the statutory restrictions which are placed on
certain species of fish found to be detrimental to such
waters. It would be desirable to allow the Director to
remove the statutory restrictions on certain species of
fish which are detrimental to the maintenance of trout
in the public fishing waters.

4. To Change the Title of Salaried Fish and Game
Wardens to that of Conservation Officers. The work of
the present salaried wardens has extended to all phases
of conservation work and is not confined to that type of
work which the public associates with fish and game
wardens. Following the precedent set by the Federal gov-
ernment and many of the progressive States, it appears
to be desirable to change the title of these officers to
properly describe their duties.




