
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws, the Board of Registra-
tion in Medicine has the honor to submit herewith such
part of its annual report (Pub. Doc. No. 56) as contains
recommendations for legislative action.

STEPHEN RUSHMORE, M.D.,

No. 118HOUSE
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In 1922 there was added to the requirements to be
fulfilled by the applicant for examination for registra-
tion in medicine that of graduation from a high school;
and also that the candidate be examined in physics,
chemistry and biology. It is a fact that high schools do
not, in general, give courses in these subjects which are
adequate in the preparation for the study of medicine.
Since the subjects are important they should not be
eliminated but studied more thoroughly. This is in
conformity with general custom, for all the other States
require two years of college work in preparation for the
study of medicine, and include physics, chemistry and
biology, either by explicit statutory enactment or by
board ruling. Therefore the Board recommends that
two years of college work be required by Massachusetts
before admission to the medical school.

Progress in the science and art of medicine makes
greater demands in the educational preparation of the
candidate for practice than were generally regarded as
necessary forty years ago. In the year 1915 Massachu-
setts required that the candidate for examination should
have received the degree of doctor of medicine or its
equivalent from a legally chartered medical school em-
powered to confer degrees in medicine. It was supposed
that such degree would represent the satisfactory com-
pletion of a course of medical instruction of not less
than four years of thirty-six weeks each. The statute
does not take cognizance of the travesty on medical
education which exists in some schools which fulfill the
statutory conditions. Therefore the Board recommends
that attendance upon a four-year course of medical in-
struction of not less than thirty-two weeks in each year
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be supplemented by satisfactory completion of such
course.

Some medical schools of high standing have a course
of five or six years, with less than thirty-two weeks in
each year. The statute should be more flexible in its
provisions, so that graduates of these schools may be-
come clearly eligible for examination. Therefore the
words “or a course equivalent thereto” have been
introduced.

The term “approved by the Board” is the wording
most frequently found in the statutes of other jurisdic-
tions, especially in the most recent legislation, and covers
every contingency.

The exemption of students in actual attendance at
the time of the passage of the bill in medical schools
now eligible is reasonable and just.

The exemption of physicians or graduates of schools
which are now eligible, but which may become ineligible
under the law, is reasonable and just. These candidates
may have prepared for practice in Massachusetts under
the present minimum requirements, and it may be im-
possible for them ever to fulfill the new requirements.
It is the recommendation of the Board that the law as
of the present time be permitted to apply to them.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four

An Act relative to the Educational Qualifications of
Applicants for Registration as Qualified Physicians.

1 Section 1. Section two of chapter one hundred
2 and twelve of the General Laws, as most recently
3 amended by section one of chapter one hundred and
4 seventy-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 thirty-three, is hereby further amended by striking
6 out the second sentence and inserting in place thereof
7 the following:
8 Each applicant who shall furnish the board with
9 satisfactory proof that he is twenty-one or over and

10 of good moral character, that he possesses the educa-
-11 tional qualifications required for graduation from a

12 public high school, that he has completed satisfac-
-13 torily two years of college work before admission to

14 the medical school, that he has attended and com-
-15 pleted satisfactorily a four year course of medical
16 instruction of not less than thirty-two school weeks
17 in each year, or a course equivalent thereto, in one
18 or more legally chartered medical schools and that

19 he has received the degree of doctor of medicine, or

20 its equivalent, from a legally chartered medical school

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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21 having the power to confer degrees in medicine, which
22 is approved by the board, shall, upon payment of
23 twenty-five dollars, be examined, and, if found quali-
-24 lied by the board, be registered as a qualified physician
25 and entitled to a certificate in testimony thereof,
26 signed by the chairman and secretary.

1 Section 2. The additional qualifications herein
2 required as a prerequisite to examination under said
3 section two, or corresponding provisions of earlier
4 laws, shall apply only to persons matriculating in a
5 medical school after the effective date of this act.








