
No. 121HOUSE

Division of Metropolitan Planning

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled.

In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws (Tercentenary edition)
the Division of Metropolitan Planning herewith respect-
fully submits the portion of its annual report for the year
ending November 30, 1933, which contains recommenda-
tions and suggestions for legislative action.

During the present year many important projects
previously recommended by the Division have been
started by reason of the grant of between six and seven
million dollars by the Federal government to the State of
Massachusetts for highway purposes, and because of
additional funds made available by the Federal govern-
ment through the Public Works Act. These projects are
as follows:

Cfte Commontoealt& o( Massachusetts!

1. The state highway extending from Day Square northeasterly
through Revere to Broadway at its intersection with Squires
Road.

The branch highway from this road extending through Revere to
the Point of Pines bridge.

The state highway starting at the Alewife Brook Parkway and
extending northeasterly through Cambridge, Arlington, Bel-
mont and Lincoln to Concord, including a by-pass around
Concord.

The reconstruction of the highway between Winchester and
Lowell.

The completion of a new state highway through Scituate and
Marshfield.
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6. The extension of the Boston and Worcester Turnpike from it;
present terminus in Newton easterly through Brookline t(

umner Road near the easterly end of the Reservoir
7. The completion of the new Boston and Providence Turnpike from

Dedham to the Rhode Island line.
8. The improvement of Route 128 from the Five Corners in Brai

tree to South Braintree.
9. The connection between the Dedham end of the Boston-Provi-

dence Highway and the southerly end of the Brook Fanr
Parkway.

10. The Point of Pines bridge.

11. The reconstruction of the Wellington bridge
12. The new bridge over Fore River between Quincy and Weymouth,

In addition we note the completion of the Circumfer-
ential Highway from the Plymouth Road in Hingham to
the Worcester Turnpike in Wellesley, and the completion
of the Hammond Woods Parkway, which connects
Beacon Street in Newton with the West Roxbury Park-
way in Brookline.

The Metropolitan District Commission is also working
on an extension of the Revere Beach Parkway across the
Mystic flats from the Fellsway to Mystic Avenue. This
parkway should be completed during 1934.

The East Boston Tunnel will also be completed and
thrown open to traffic during 1934. As a part of this
project, Cross Street and Merrimack Street in Boston
proper have been widened between Clinton Street and
Chardon Street, and Porter Street at the East Boston
end of the tunnel has been widened from Chelsea Street
to Central Square. This list of important metropolitan
projects completed or under way indicates that much
progress has been made in the development of the main
highway system of the Metropolitan District.

During the present year the Division has continued
its studies of other metropolitan highway projects, and it
lists and recommends them in the order of their impor-
tance. The Division is well aware that all of these proj-
ects cannot be constructed in a single year, but it trusts
that they will be authorized with appropriations for their
construction during the succeeding three years. With
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their completion many of the most important highway
projects of the district will have been carried out.

1. A state highway continuing the circumferential highway from
its present northerly terminus at the Worcester Turnpike in a general
northerly and easterly direction through Wellesley, Newton, Weston,
Waltham, Lincoln, Lexington, Burlington, Woburn, Reading, Wake-
field and Lynnfield to Andover Street in Peabody. The Department
of Public Works have plans for carrying this highway on through
Salem, Danvers and Beverly to Gloucester on Cape Ann. The dis-
tance from the Worcester Turnpike to the point in Peabody recom-

mended is approximately twenty-nine and three-quarter miles, and
the cost of this project has been estimated by the Department of
Public Works at .84,966,000

This highway naturally divides itself into three sections:
Section 1 extending from the Worcester Turnpike in Wellesley

to Massachusetts Avenue in Lexington
Section 2 extending from Massachusetts Avenue in Lexington

to Lowell Street in Wakefield.
Section 3 extending from Lowell Street in Wakefield to Andover

Street in Peabody.
The cost of these sections is estimated by the Department of Public

Works as follows:
Cost. Miles.

Section 1 $2,025,000 10.71
Section 2 1,857,000 11.27
Sections 1,084,000 7.78

Totals 84,966,000 29.76

The Division cannot too strongly emphasize the great value of the
Circumferential Highway. It intersects substantially all of the main
thoroughfares leading into the metropolitan area, and enables traffic
to move quickly from one part of the area to another without entering
the crowded sections.

2. A state highway along the Charles River from Galen Street in
Watertown to Weston Avenue in Waltham. This is a very important
continuation of the Charles River system of parkway, and will take
a very heavy volume of traffic out of Main Street, Waltham. It will
also make a direct connection between Watertown Square, where
many highways center, and the main state highways to the northwest.
Its cost is estimated by the Department of Public Works at approxi-
mately $1,600,000.

3. A state highway connecting the southerly end of Reedsdale
Road in the town of Milton with the Fore River bridge in Quincy,
avoiding the congested portions of that city. This road will give a
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the Fore River bridge and follow
to the Southern Artery near Edh
is estimated by the Department
$525,000.

ig along or near Town River Bay
m Street, The cost of this project
of Public Works at approximately

direct connection between Mattapan Square and the various high-ways leading to the south, including the road to Weymouth, theroad to Braintree and the road to Nantasket. We concur in therecommendation of the Department of Public Works for the moresoutherly route, which is less expensive than the more northerlyroute. Its cost is estimated at approximately $1,400,000.
4. A state highway to divert the Southern Artery traffic fromWashington Street, Quincy, by means of a branch road starting near

A.s a further relief to the Southern Artery, the Division is a:
asking that the Department of Public Works make a detailed
and estimate of the cost of a his! way extending from the Or
Shore Drive near East Squantum Street through the Victory Plant
Yard and across the Neponset River to the Old Colony Boulevard
at Freeport Street.

5. A state highway extending the American Legion Highway
southerly from its intersection with the Cummins Highway to a point
in Milton south of the Neponset River and within the layout for the
state highway authorized by chapter 420 of the Acts of 1930, includ-
ing a traffic circle at River Street and a bridge over the Neponset
River and over the Milton Branch of the New York, New Haven &

Hartford Railroad. The cost of this extension has been estimated
by the Department of Public Works at $732,000.

It is the intention of the Department of Public Works eventi
to construct a highway from the terminus above described sc
westerly to Paul’s bridge and thence southwesterly to connect
the new Providence Turnpike. This will provide an almost ent
hew route from Providence to Boston, utilizing the American Le
Highway which will then realize its full value.

6. A bridge at Gerry’s Landing with suitable connections to the
parkways on either side of the Charles River. The completion of
the new highway from Concord to the Alewife Brook Parkway is
going to bring a large volume of traffic to Boston from the north-
westerly part of the State, second only in volume to that brought in
by the Worcester Turnpike and the Providence Highway. This
traffic will naturally turn southerly on the Alewife Brook Parkway,
and it is most desirable that a bridge be constructed at Gerry’s Land-
ing to divide this traffic between the parkways on each side of the
Charles River. The cost of this project would be between three
hundred and three hundred and fifty thousand dollars. Many studies
have been made for the location of the Gerry’s Landing bridge in the
past. This Division has recently worked out a plan which slightly
changes the course of the Charles at that point and which provides
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for the creation of a large and very useful park on the Cambridge
side of the river. This project will cost from six to seven hundred
thousand dollars according to the elaborateness of the plan followed.
If this plan is adopted, the Division feels that the city of Cambridge
should pay a part of the cost because of the very great benefit that
will accrue to it in the creation of the river park. Whichever plan is
adopted, the Division feels that the importance of a bridge across
the river at this point cannot be overemphasized, and the Depart-
ment of Public Works agrees with this view.

There is an ever growing appreciation of the serious
delays caused at the intersections of important highways.
The Division feels that the construction of certain circles
and grade separations are of equal importance with the
construction of the highways listed above. Some of
these circles and grade separations are state projects,
some are metropolitan projects and some city projects,
but as they are all connected with main arterial highways,
we believe it is fair that at least half of the cost in all
instances be paid from the Highway Fund. The circles
and grade separations which we recommend are as
follows:

1. A circle at the Cambridge end of the Dam. Estimated cost,
§250,000.

2. A circle where the Revere Beach Parkway intersects Broadway
and Main Street in Everett. Estimated cost, §200,000.

3. A circle where Mystic Avenue intersects the Northern Artery in
Somerville. Estimated cost, §lOO,OOO.

4. A circle at the intersection of the West Roxbury Parkway and
Center Street. Estimated cost, 150,000.

5. A circle at the intersection of the Southern Artery and the Old
Colony Boulevard near the westerly end of the Neponset
bridge. Estimated cost, $90,000,

6. A circle at the Cambridge end of the Larz Anderson brid§
Estimated cost, $75,000.

A circle at the Cambridge end of the Cottage Farm bridge. Esti-
mated cost, $170,000,

8. A circle at the intersection of th'
Brookline Avenue, in Boston.

1 Riverway, Audubon Road and
Estimated cost, $350,000.

m Avenue over the Riverway.9. An overpass carrying Huntingt
Estimated cost, $300,000.

10. An overpass carrying Commonw ;alth Avenue over the southerly

terminus of the Cottage Farm bridge. Estimated cost, $500,000,
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11. An underpass carrying Commonwealth Avenue under Massa-
chusetts Avenue. Estimated cost, $300,000.

12. An underpass carrying Huntington Avenue under Massachusetts
Avenue. Estimated cost, $900,000.

It will be noted that the total estimated cost of the
above circles and grade separations is $2,685,000. It is
doubtful whether any expenditure can be made on the
highway system of the Metropolitan District that will
be of greater value than for these circles and grade
separations.

Earlier in this report, we stated that we were asking
that the Department of Public Works make a detailed
survey and estimate of the cost of a highway extending
from the Quincy Shore Drive near East Squantum Street
to the intersection of the Old Colony Boulevard and
Freeport Street. We are also asking that the department
study the following additional projects:

2. A circle or grade separation at the intersection of
the Arborway and Washington Street, Forest Hills.

With this report this Division presents three bills;
(1) covering the highway projects, the circles and grade
separations; (2) providing for the construction of a
bridge at Gerry’s Landing with suitable connections to
the parkways on both sides of the river; and (3) provid-
ing for certain investigations by the Department of
Public Works.

The Division recognizes the need for public economy,
and also that if these projects are authorized their cost
must be spread over a series of years. As, however,
Federal appropriations for a part of the cost may be
available in the future, it is desirable that these projects
be authorized and that appropriations sufficient for the
preparation of full detailed plans be made.

The Division has not gone into the question of the
apportionment of the cost of construction of the circles

1. A route beginning at the southerly end of the
Quincy Shore Drive at Sea Street, extending southwest-
erly across the marshes to the Southern Artery.



1934.] HOUSE No. 121. 7

and overpasses except to say that in its judgment at
least 50 per cent should be charged to the Highway
Fund. Mr. Corbett feels that the entire cost should be
so charged.

CHAS. R. GOW, Chairman
FREDERIC H. FAY.
WILSON MARSH.
RICHARD K. HALE.
EVERETT E. STONE.
WILLIAM F. ROGERS.
ARTHUR B. CORBETT.

HARRIMAN,HENRY I
Director.




