
HOUSE No. 149

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO AD-
VISABILITY OF CONSTRUCTING A BEACH
ON MALDEN RIVER IN EVERETT AND
OF CONSTRUCTING AND MAINTAINING A
BATHHOUSE THEREAT.

[Metropolitan Affairs.]

Metropolitan District Commission,
20 Somerset Street, Boston, December 6, 1933.

To the Honorable the Senate and Home of Representatives of Massa-
chusetts in General Court assembled.

On May 12, 1933, the following resolve, chapter 20,
was approved by the Governor:

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby
authorized and directed to investigate the advisability of construct-
ing a beach on the Malden river in the city of Everett near the Revere
beach parkway and of constructing and maintaining a public bath-
house at said beach. Said commission shall report to the general
court the results of its investigation, and its recommendations, if any,
together with drafts of legislation necessary for carrying the same
into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representa-
tives on or before the first Wednesday of December in the current
year.

The Commission has investigated the advisability of
constructing a beach on the Malden River in the city of
Everett near the Revere Beach Parkway, and of con-
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structing a public bathhouse at said beach, and herewith
submits its report.

The Revere Beach Parkway crosses the Malden River
at a distance of about twenty-five hundred feet from the
Middlesex Fells Parkway. The river is a tidal stream
for some distance above the bridge. The city line between
Medford and Everett is in the thread of the stream, the
land on the easterly side of the river lying in Everett.
There are industrial plants adjacent to the river above
the parkway and on the Mystic River below the junction
with the Malden River. For a number of years the city
of Everett has maintained a small municipal bathhouse
upon land of the Commission adjacent to the parkway,
and has somewhat improved with hard filling an area on
the bank of a creek which starts a short distance above
the bridge and winds through the marsh area on the
easterly side of the river. This bathhouse, with the
shore of the creek adjacent thereto, is used for bathing
during the summer largely by those living in the vicinity
of Main Street and Broadway, Everett. This creek is
dry, or nearly dry, at low tide, and at high tides the
marsh area is little above the water level. The bath-
house has no toilet facilities other than privies, which are
flooded at high water.

The Commonwealth owns a strip of land about sixty
feet wide north of the sidewalk on the parkway. To
build a bathhouse and construct a bathing beach it would
be necessary to acquire additional land, and it would
probably be desirable to obtain all the land bounded by
the Malden River on the west, the creek on the north
and east, and the parkway land on the south, comprising
something over 150,000 square feet of land. To provide
a sewer connection for sanitary conveniences the bath-
house would have to be built at a sufficient elevation to
carry a sewer connection nearly a thousand feet. A
water main runs along the parkway to the bridge. Such
portion of the marsh area that was to be used would have
to be filled to give hard land, and the shore of the river
or the creek to be used for beach purposes would require



1934.] HOUSE —No. 149 3

some dredging, grading and covering with sand, gravel
or other hard material.

In connection with this report, the Commission asked
the Department of Public Health for its opinion as to the
desirability of constructing a beach and bathhouse at
this location. That department had the locality exam-
ined and samples of water were taken from the river and
the estuaries to be analyzed. The department reported
that the Malden River drains a thickly populated dis-
trict, for the most part is thoroughly sewered, although
certain industrial wastes are discharged into the river
and its tributaries, and certain sewer overflows discharge
at times into the river a short distance from this location.
Considerable quantities of objectionable gas wastes enter
the Malden River at the upper end. The examination
showed that the river is at times noticeably affected by
the discharge of oily and tar substances, and the results
of the analyses showed that the water contains a large
number of bacteria, including those characteristic of
sewage pollution. While the department has no definite
information that bathing in such waters affects the
health of those using them for this purpose, and the
Malden River is now used to a considerable extent for
bathing, without any apparent effect upon the public
health, so far as the records show, in view of the heavy
bacterial pollution of the Malden River at this point,
and its offensiveness due to pollution from oil and other
industrial wastes, both on the incoming and outgoing
tides, the department expressed the opinion that it would
be unwise to encourage public bathing further in the
Malden River at Everett by the construction of a bath-
ing beach and bathhouse. The department further
stated that it is unable to recommend the construction of
a bathing beach and bathhouse at this location until the
sources of sewage and other objectionable pollution have
been removed.

The cost of acquiring additional land, the construction
of a bathhouse, the filling of the marsh area and improve-
ments of the shore for bathing purposes would be con-



HOUSE —No. 149. [Jan. 1934.4

siderable, probably not less than $50,000. After such
development this location would not be suitable for gen-
eral public use, and should not be used much in excess
of the present local demand.

In view of the lack of natural facilities, the propor-
tionate large cost for a limited use, and the undesirability
from a health standpoint, the Commission does not
recommend the building of a bathhouse and beach at
this location.

Respectfully submitted,

DAVIS B. KENISTON,
WM.JF. ROGERS,
MELVIN B. BREATH,
FELIX A. MARCELLA,
JOSEPH B. JACOBS,

Metropolitan District Commis.


