
HOUSE No. 161

By Mr. Giroux of Somerville (by request), petition of Albert B.
Bales for various amendments of the laws relating to assessors and
assessments of taxes. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act making Various Amendments of the Laws
relating to Assessors and Assessment of Taxes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter fifty-eight of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary edition,
3is hereby amended by inserting the following
4 new section:
5 Section IA. The commissioner shall in the year
6 nineteen hundred and thirty-four, nineteen hundred
7 and thirty-five, or nineteen hundred and thirty-
-8 six, appoint a member of the then existing board
9 of assessors to be a permanent member of the

10 board of assessors of each town. The term of
11 each assessor so appointed by the commissioner
12 shall continue until his death, resignation, retire-
-13 ment on pension or removal from the town or
14 removal from office for incapacity or malfeasance.
15 The commissioner shall appoint an inhabitant of
16 such town to fill any vacancy so created. Any
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17 assessor so appointed by the commissioner may
18 be removed from office upon information brought
19 in the superior court by the attorney general at
20 the relation of the commissioner.

1 Section 2. Section one of chapter forty-one
2 of the General Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary edition, is hereby amended in line eleven
4 by adding at the end thereof the words:—except
5 as provided in section one A of chapter fifty-eight,
6 —so that said line will read as follows: Three
7 or five assessors for the term of three years, except
8 as provided in section one A of chapter fifty-eight.

1 Section 3. Section four of said chapter forty-
-2 one, as so appearing, is hereby amended in line
3 one by inserting at the end thereof the words:
4 except as provided in section one A of chapter
5 fifty-eight, —so as to read as follows: —Section
64- A town which does not choose selectmen or
7 assessors shall forfeit such amount, not less than
8 one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars,
9 as the county commissioners of the county where

10 the town is situated may order, except as provided
11 in section one A of chapter fifty-eight.

1 Section 4. Section eleven of said chapter forty-
-2 one, as so appearing, is hereby amended in line
3 four by inserting after the word “vacancy” where
4 it occurs the second time the words: except as
5 provided in section one A of chapter fifty-eight,
6 so as to read as follows; Section 11. If there
7 is a failure to elect, or if a vacancy occurs in any
8 town office, other than the offices of selectmen,
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9 town clerk, treasurer, collector of taxes or auditor,
10 the selectmen shall in writing appoint a person
11 to fill such vacancy. If there is a vacancy, except
12 as provided in section one A of chapter fifty-eight,
13 in a board consisting of two or more members,
14 the remaining members shall give written notice
15 thereof to the selectmen, who, with the remaining
16 member or members of such board shall, after one
17 week’s notice, fill such vacancy by ballot. A
18 majority of the ballots of the officers entitled to
19 vote shall be necessary to such election. The
20 person so appointed or elected shall perform the
21 duties of the office until the next annual meeting
22 or until another is qualified.

1 Section 5. Section twenty of said chapter
2 forty-one, as so appearing, is hereby amended
3 by striking out all of said section and inserting
4 in place thereof the following:
5 Section 20. Selectmen shall, upon the receipt
6 and approval of the bond of a collector of taxes
7 or treasurer, give written notice thereof to the
8 assessors. The seniors in point of service of the
9 selectmen shall wr ith the assessor appointed as

10 provided by section one A of chapter fifty-eight
11 be assessors of taxes and the board of public welfare
12 in towns which have not authorized the election
13 of such officers; and before acting as assessors
14 they shall take the oath required of assessors. A
15 person elected a selectman who enters upon the
16 performance of his duties before taking the oath
1' of office shall forfeit not more than one hundred
18 dollars.
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1 Section 6. The first sentence of section twenty-
-2 one of said chapter forty-one, as so appearing, is
3 hereby amended in lines six and eight by insert-
-4 ing after the words “assessors” the words:
5 except as provided in section one A of chapter
6 fifty-eight, —so that said first sentence will read
7 as follows: —Ten per cent of the registered voters
8 in any town may file a petition with the select-
-9 men thirty days or more before the annual town

10 meeting asking that the selectmen act as a water
11 and sewer board, water commissioners, water and
12 municipal light commissioners, municipal light
13 board, sewer commissioners, park commissioners,
14 board of health, assessors, except as provided in
15 section one A of chapter fifty-eight, or board of
16 public welfare, or perform the duties of such
17 boards or officers or any of them, or that cemetery
18 commissioners, assessors, except as provided in
19 section one A of chapter fifty-eight, a superintendent
20 of streets, a chief of the police and fire depart-
-21 ments or a tree warden be thereafter appointed
22 by the selectmen.

1 Section 7. Section twenty-four of said chapter
2 forty-one, as so appearing, is hereby amended in
3 line one by inserting after the word “ assessor ”,

4 and in line four after the word “ and ”, the
5 words: —, except as provided in section one A

6 of chapter fifty-eight, —so as to read as follows:
7 —Section 2J+. Each assessor, except as provided
8 in section one A of chapter fifty-eight, in every

9 city or town except Boston shall be elected or
10 appointed to hold office for three years, or until
11 his successor is duly elected or appointed. There
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12 shall be three, five, seven or nine assessors in

13 each city, and, except as provided in section one

14 A of chapter fifty-eight, as nearly one third of the

15 number as may be shall be elected or appointed
16 annually.

1 Section 8. Section twenty-five of said chapter
2 forty-one, as so appearing, is hereby amended in
3 line two by inserting after the word “ appoint ”,

4 and in line six after the word “ assessors ”, as it
5 first appears, the words: —, except as provided
6 in section one A of chapter fifty-eight, so as to
7 read as follows: — Section 25. In towns which
8 accept this section or have accepted corresponding
9 provisions of earlier laws, the selectmen shall

10 appoint, except as provided in section one A of
11 chapter fifty-eight, suitable citizens of the town
12 assessors and assistant assessors for a term of
13 not more than three years, and may remove them
14 at any time for cause after a hearing. Upon the
15 qualification of persons so appointed the term
16 of existing assessors, except as provided in section
17 one A of chapter fifty-eight, or assistant assessors
18 of such town shall terminate.

1 Section 9. Section twenty-six of said chapter
2 forty-one, as so appearing, is hereby amended in
3 line three by inserting after the word “appoint ”

4as it first appears the words: —, except as provided
5 in section one A of chapter fifty-eight, and by
6 striking out the words “ three or five ” and in-
-7 serting in place thereof the words:—two or four,
B—so as to read as follows; — Section 26. If a
9 town votes under section twenty-one to have its
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10 selectmen appoint a board of assessors, the select-
-11 men shall thereupon appoint, except as provided
12 in section one A of chapter fifty-eight, two or four
13 suitable persons as assessors and may appoint one
14 or more assistant assessors, who, subject to the
15 supervision of the selectmen, shall act as assessors
16 and assistant assessors of the town and shall have
17 all necessary powers therefor.

1 Section 10. Section twenty-seven of said chap-
-2 ter forty-one, as so appearing, is’ hereby amended
3 by inserting in line two after the word “ appoint ”

4 the words: —, except as provided in section one A
5 of chapter fifty-eight, and in line three by striking
6 out the word “three” and inserting the word:
7 two, —so as to read as follows: Section 27.
8 If assessors, or selectmen acting as such, shall in any
9 year fail to perform their duties, the county com-

-10 missioners may appoint, except as provided in
11 section one A of chapter fifty-eight, two or more
12 inhabitants of the county to be assessors for such
13 town, who shall be sworn, shall hold office until
14 the offices of assessors are filled by the town, and
15 shall receive from the town the compensation of
16 assessors.

1 Section 11. Section sixteen of chapter forty-
-2 three of the General Laws, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary edition, is hereby amended in line
4 three by adding after the word “ people ” the
5 words; —or if not appointed as provided in section
6 one A of chapter fifty-eight, —so as to read as
7 follows: —Section 16. No primary or caucus for
8 municipal officers shall be held. Candidates for
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9 mayor, city council and school committee, and as-
-10 sessors, if elected by the people, or if not appointed
11 as provided in section one A of chapter fifty-eight,
12 shall be nominated in accordance with section six
13 of chapter fifty-three.

1 Section 12. Section fifty-two of said chapter
2 forty-three, as so appearing, is hereby amended in
3 line three by adding after the word “ people ” the
4 words; —, and except as provided in section one A
5 of chapter fifty-eight, —so as to read as follows:
6 Section 52. Upon the adoption of Plan A, all heads
7 of departments and members of municipal boards,
8 except the school committee, officials appointed by
9 the governor, and assessors if elected by vote of the

10 people, and except as provided in section one A of
11 chapter fifty-eight, as their terms of office expire,
12 shall be appointed by the mayor without confirma-
-13 tion by the city council.

1 Section 13. Section fifty-four of said chapter
2 forty-three, as so appearing, is hereby amended in
3 line eight by adding after the word “ people ” the
4 words:—, or if appointed as provided in section
5 one A of chapter fifty-eight, —so as to read as
6 follows: Section 54- The mayor may remove the
7 head of a department or member of a board by filing
8 a written statement with the city clerk setting forth
9 in detail the specific reasons therefor, a copy of which

10 shall be delivered or mailed to the person thus re-
-11 moved, who may make a written reply, which, if he
12 desires, may be filed with the city clerk; but such
13 reply shall not affect the action taken unless the
14 mayor so determines. This section shall not apply
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15 to the school committee, or to officials appointed
16 by the governor, or to assessors if elected by
17 the people, or if appointed as provided in section
18 one A of chapter fifty-eight.

1 Section 14. Section sixty of said chapter forty-
-2 three, as so appearing, is hereby amended in line
3 three by adding after the word “ people ” the words:
4 —or if appointed as provided in section one A of
5 chapter fifty-eight, —so as to read as follows:
6 Section 60. Upon the adoption of Plan B, all heads
7 of departments and members of municipal boards,
8 except the school committee, officials appointed by
9 the governor, and assessors if elected by the people,

10 or if appointed as provided in section one A of
11 chapter fifty-eight, as their terms of office expire,
12 shall be appointed by the mayor, subject to con-
-13 firmation by the city council; but the city solicitor
14 shall be appointed, and may be removed, by the
15 mayor, without confirmation by the city council.
16 This section shall apply to the city solicitor in office
17 when Plan B becomes operative.

1 Section 15. Section sixty-one of said chapter
2 forty-three, as so appearing, is hereby amended in line
3 five by adding after the word “people” the words:
4 —, and except as provided in section one A of chap-
-6 ter fifty-eight,-—so as to read as follows: —Section
6 61. The mayor may, with the approval of a majority
7 of the members of the city council, remove the
8 head of a department or member of a board before
9 the expiration of his term of office, except members

10 of the school committee, officials appointed by the
11 governor, and assessors if elected by the people, and
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12 except as provided in section one A of chapter fifty-
-13 eight. The person so removed shall receive a copy of
14 the reasons for his removal, and he may, if he de-
-15 sires, contest the same before the city council. He
16 may be represented by counsel at the hearing.








