
HOUSE No. 163

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS ON ITS INVESTIGATION
RELATIVE TO CONSTRUCTION OF A
NEW STATE HIGHWAY IN THE TOWNS
OF HOPKINTON, UPTON, NORTHBRIDGE,
SUTTON, DOUGLAS AND WEBSTER.

[Highways and Motor Vehicles,

Department of Public Works,
100 Nashua Street, Boston, Mass., December 4, 1933.

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 31, Re-
solves of 1933, the Department of Public Works presents
herewith its report upon its investigation relative to the
construction of a new state highway in the towns of
Hopkinton, Upton, Northbridge, Sutton, Douglas and
Webster.

Chapter 31, Resolves of 1933, follows

Cj)e Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts

Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby authorized
and directed to investigate the subject matter of current house docu-
ments numbered three hundred and sixty-four and six hundred,
relative to the construction of a new state highway in the towns
of Hopkinton, Upton, Northbridge, Sutton, Douglas and Webster,
Said department shall report to the general court the results of its
investigation and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of
legislation necessary for carrying such recommendations into effect,
by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or
before the first Wednesday of December in the current year.
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No appropriation was made to cover the cost of this
investigation other than the regular appropriations for the
activities of the Department.

House Document No. 364.
House Document No. 364 would authorize and direct

the construction of a new state highway from Hopkinton
through Upton, Northbridge, Sutton, Douglas and Web-
ster to the Connecticut state line.

For many years an improvement along this route has
been urged by officials and individuals in Middlesex and
Worcester counties. Requests made for this improvement
have referred to this route as the “old Hartford Turn-
pike,” but that designation is erroneous. An authority
on the early turnpikes refers to this route as the “Central
Turnpike”, which extends from a point on the Worcester
Turnpike in Needham, through Natick, Framingham,
Hopkinton, Uxbridge, Northbridge, Sutton, Oxford and
Dudley to the Connecticut line at the town of Thompson.
The Hartford and Dedham Turnpike ran from Dedham
Center through Medfield, Millis, etc., to Bellingham,
where it joined the Ninth Massachusetts Turnpike, which
continued on through Mendon, Uxbridge and Douglas to
the northeast corner of Connecticut at the town of Thomp-
son near East Thompson.

The locations of these two turnpike routes above de-
scribed are essentially parallel to another route which has
recently been completed for through traffic, namely,
Route 9, the Worcester Turnpike, the so-called southwest
connection, Route 20, and Route 15 to the Connecticut
line, extending on through Union in Connecticut. Hence
the route described in House Document No. 364 would
be unnecessary for heavy through traffic. When another
route becomes necessary for such traffic, the so-called
Dedham-Hartford and the Ninth Massachusetts Turn-
pike route would be better in every way. This route has
already been improved through to Uxbridge by the State,
towns and counties, although the exact location of the
original turnpike has not been followed by the improve-
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ments from the town of Mendon to East Douglas, and no
improvement has been made from the village of Douglas
to the Connecticut line. There is no necessity at this
time for the improvement for through traffic purposes of
such a route, i.e., for traffic from Boston to Hartford, but
there is no doubt that a connection is needed between the
village of Douglas and East Thompson in Connecticut,
probably along this turnpike route.

Improvement of the route referred to under House,
No. 364, is desirable for what may be termed local rather
than for through traffic between Boston and Hartford.
Much of this route has already been improved adequately
for the purpose for which it is required. It would be very
undesirable to develop this route for heavy through traffic
at its easterly end, because of the conditions in Wellesley,
Natick and Framingham, where a heavy volume of
traffic now passes through this portion; and also because
from South Framingham to Hopkinton Center improve-
ments adequate for a through traffic route would be very
expensive, because of the more or less thickly settled por-
tions and alignment and grade correction necessary, in-
volving heavy property damages and violent disturbance
to property along the sides. Practically no improvement
has been made between Hopkinton and Rockdale in the
town of Northbridge, for about two miles in Sutton, nor
from a point in Oxford near West Sutton to East Village
in Webster.

Estimates of Cost.
The cost of the further improvement as would seem

necessary at this time, but not as developed for through
traffic, and considering portions already improved in need
of no further work at present, may be estimated as
follows.

This estimate is based on an 80-foot width of location,
with a few exceptions where it would not be so wide, and
24 feet of bituminous macadam pavement.
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Cost, including
Distance Roadway, Bridges
(Miles). and Property

Damages.

§150,000Hopkintoi
Upton (1)

Grafton

3.70 201,000

0.40 21,000

1.00Northbric
Sutton .

61,000

91,0002.00

2.00 124.000
171.000

§819,000

Oxford (

Webster 2.70

15.06Total

81,90010 per cent for engineering
)00,900

10 per cent for conting

Total §990,99(

Consideration may be given to the following:
(1) If a road were to be constructed for heavy through

traffic it would be desirable to construct a cut-off from a
point opposite or west of Upton to a point on Route 140
about 0.6 of a mile northwest of the intersection of the
turnpike, because of the rather bad intersection at West
Upton Center, but it would seem desirable to connect up
for local traffic at West Upton Center and follow along
northwesterly Route 140 for this 0.6 of a mile, thence turn
southwesterly toward Northbridge, and the estimate has
been made accordingly.

(2) It is very desirable to construct a cut-off from a

point in Grafton near the Northbridge line to Route 122
in Northbridge, not far northwesterly from the village of
Rockdale, and for present purposes Route 122 may be
followed into Rockdale, and at that point connecting with
the improvement already made.

(3) Because of bad grades it is probable a relocation of
the existing road for the entire length in Oxford would be
necessary.

For heavy through traffic a very much more expensive
and wider road than estimated above would have to be
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constructed. Those portions already improved would
have to be widened and reconstructed. Further line and
grade improvement would be necessary, cut-offs would
have to be constructed in Upton and Northbridge, and
it would be desirable to by-pass Webster.

The conditions of the existing road along this route in
Connecticut are such as to require reconstruction and
widening. How extensive this would be in Connecticut
is not known. The main line of traffic on this route at
present follows along into Putnam, instead of south-
westerly toward Hartford.

Such an improvement in Massachusetts would have to
commence in Framingham about one half mile west of the
intersection at Route 126 at South Framingham.

This route as described to be improved for heavy
through traffic is 33.7 miles from South Framingham to the
Connecticut state line at Quinnebaug, and the estimated
cost of a 40-foot dual type road is $4,525,000.

House Document No. 600.
House Document No. 600 would provide for the con-

struction of a state highway from the Uxbridge-Douglas
town line, through the towns of Douglas and Webster to
the Massachusetts-Connecticut state line.

The route it is intended to follow begins in Douglas at
the Uxbridge line, thence extending through the village
of East Douglas over the route of the old Ninth Massa-
chusetts Turnpike to the village of Douglas, thence turn-
ing westerly over existing highways and new location,
passing around the northerly end ofLake Chaubunagunga-
maug, and connecting with a point about one half mile
northerly of the northerly end of the state highway on
Route 193, and continuing along this state highway to the
Connecticut line.

Through the village of East Douglas and to the village
of Douglas the road has already been improved and is
adequate for present traffic. It would, however, seem
that the development of a good road to Uxbridge and an
extension and construction of a good road between Doug-
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las and Webster would lead to an increase in the volume
of traffic between East Douglas and Douglas sufficiently
to warrant reconstructing and widening it.

Estimate of Cost of Road in Douglas and Webster.

Cost, including
rp._.T

Length Roadway, Bridgeslown. (Miles). and Property
Damages.

Douglas . . . . . • • • • • 7.4 $274,000

Webster . . • • • • 5.3 312,000

Total 12.7 $586,000

Plus 10 per cent for contingencies .....
- 58,600

$644,600

Plus 10 per cent for engineering - 64,460

Total - $709,060

Note. Of the above estimate, reconstruction of state highway in Webster amounts to
$121,000.

An improvement could be made of the North and South
road from East Village south to the state highway, and
the state highway could be widened and reconstructed
to the Connecticut line.

If it is desired to connect Douglas directly with East
Thompson for present through traffic purposes it would be
better to build with certain alterations along the existing

highway between those points. Such a road in Massachu-
setts would be about 4.5 miles long, and for a 24-foot
bituminous macadam would cost about $250,000, includ-
ing property damage. The high cost is due to rough
country. , ,

No surveying has been made for these estimates, but
careful study on the ground has been made and it would
not be practicable to make closer estimates of the costs
without complete detailed plans and estimates.

No legislation is necessary for improvements mentioned
in either House Document No. 364 or No. 600. The

Summary.
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various roads and improvements referred to may be made,
as considered desirable, under existing laws, either under
chapter 90 or chapter 81 of the General Laws, relating to
state highways, or both.

Respectfully submitted,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS,

Frank E. Lyman,
Commissioner of Public Works
Richard K. Hale,

Associate Commissioner.

H. A. MacDonald,
Associate Commissioner.




