
HOUSE No. 164

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS ON ITS INVESTIGATION
RELATIVE TO CONSTRUCTION OF A HIGH-
WAY IN THE CITY OF QUINCY AND
TOWN OF MILTON.

[Metropolitan Affairs,]

Department of Public Works,
100 Nashua Street, Boston, Mass., December 5, 1933.

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 16, Re-
solves of 1933, the Department of Public Works presents
herewith its report upon its investigation relative to
construction of a highway in the city of Quincy and the
town of Milton.

Chapter 16, Resolves of 1933, follows

Cfce Commontocaltfc ot Q^assac&usettg

Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby directed
to consider the advisability, feasibility and probable cost of improv-
ing highway conditions by the construction of a highway along the
following route: Beginning at the westerly approach of the proposed
new Fore River bridge at Washington street in the city of Quincy:
thence over public and private lands and public and private ways,
in a general westerly direction, to the easterly end of Water street
m said city; thence northwesterly along said Water street over the
proposed new bridge over the tracks of the New York, New Haven
and Hartford railroad at Quincy Adams; thence along said Water
street to Copeland street; thence along said Copeland street to Miller
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street; thence along said Miller street and over private lands to the
Willard street crossing of the Granite branch of said railroad; thence
crossing said railroad at said point and paralleling said railroad on
the southwesterly side in a general northwesterly direction across
property of the Granite Railway Company; thence continuing along
the valley to the foot of steep grade on Grove street; thence in a
general westerly direction to a point at or about the Shawmut spring,
so called; and thence continuing in same direction to a point at
Quarry lane and Pleasant street, opposite Reedsdale road, in the
town of Milton.

Said department shall report the results of its investigation, and its
recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation neces-
sary for carrying such recommendations into effect, by filing the
same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before the
first Wednesday of December in the current year.

No appropriation was made to cover the cost of this
investigation other than the regular appropriations for
the activities of the Department.

Advisability.

The importance of this proposed road lies in the result
to be obtained by it in carrying traffic between its easterly
terminus at the westerly approach of the Fore River
bridge in Quincy, a focal point for traffic of points east
and south along the south shore, including Hull and as
far as Cape Cod, and the westerly terminus of the pro-
posed road at its intersection with Reedsdale Road and
Randolph Avenue, a focal point for traffic of points to
the north, including much of the traffic from Boston and
points north and east of Boston, as well as for points
west and some from the southwest. It is expected that
traffic which now has its sources west and north of the
junction of Blue Hill Avenue and Morton Street would
follow southerly through Mattapan, thence out Brook
Road, striking, the proposed road at Randolph Avenue,
instead of, as at present, following over the Southern
Artery and through Neponset and Quincy, thus by a
new road avoiding the congested areas at those places,
particularly through portions of Quincy.

There is no doubt that this re-routing of traffic would
result if the design of the new road were adequate.
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Attention should be called, however, to the fact that
Mattapan has already a serious traffic congestion prob-
lem, and to turn any large additional volume of traffic
through that point without a change in the layout of
streets there is questionable. Such changes have for a
number of years been under consideration and should
be made in any case. It is probable that as soon as the
Fore River bridge is completed it will carry at busy
times at least 30,000 vehicles a day, of which it may be
fair to presume that about one third would be diverted
over such a new road, and while most of this traffic
would probably follow through the entire length of the
new road, some would become absorbed locally; but it
is also probable that the road would serve to deliver and
receive traffic to and from the main roads that it would
cross, namely, Franklin Street and Independence Street
route leading from Quincy, Braintree, etc., Granite
Avenue, Route 37, and Route 3. It may be seen from the
above that such a road would not only serve as a long
link to connect through traffic between the points men-
tioned, but as an intercepting route, picking up and de-
livering traffic from and to these various cross routes
almost as if it were a portion of an inner belt line. Its
desirability is unquestionable.

Feasibility.

The feasibility of this project lies in the questions of
physical conditions and other difficulties to be met and
overcome. Physically there is no serious difficulty except
that the route or location as described in the resolve
presents difficulties partly physical, which would, because
of the location, lead to serious disturbance of property
interests through a thickly settled portion of Quincy,
between a point near Quincy Adams Station and West
Quincy Station, which could be avoided by another loca-
tion more to the south that would extend from Quincy
Adams to a point near Pleasant Street in Milton. The
route as described in the resolve is also open to the ob-
jections that it would, after construction, still remain
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for a considerable distance through a very thickly settled
region, and be located in West Quincy, where it would be
necessary to have an expensive and difficult railroad
grade crossing abolition, particularly difficult because of
nearby intersecting streets; whereas the more southerly
route would avoid most of this thickly settled portion
and cross the railroad at a point where an overhead
bridge could be built without difficulty. There are at
least nine crossings of local and through routes of con-
siderable importance, also a number of other intersecting
local cross streets. Undoubtedly all of these intersec-
tions, not including the termini, can be arranged for
traffic control by the usual methods without requiring
highway grade separations. At the Fore River terminus
a traffic circle is being constructed with the new bridge
approach. At Randolph Avenue, while there would be
a direct crossing of Randolph Avenue, it might be desir-
able to provide for rotary traffic by means of a circle.
The resolve calls for this road to end at Pleasant Street,
but conditions between that point and Randolph Avenue
are such that the improvement should not end short of
Randolph Avenue.

The more southerly route will pass for about 3,500
feet through a portion of the Blue Hills Metropolitan
Park Reservation in Quincy, but not in such a location
as to be objectionable, and from the Furnace Brook
Parkway in Quincy to Pleasant Street in Milton it will
pass through an almost entirely uninhabited territory.

At Quincy Adams a railroad grade crossing abolition
has been agreed to under the provisions of the existing
laws, and the work partly done on this project, including
a grade crossing abolition at School Street, which has
been completed. The Water Street portion has not yet
been done, but all the necessary land takings have been
made. The Department has not included in this study

the portion which would be covered by the grade crossing

abolition and over which the route will pass, other than
to call attention to the fact that this portion will be
taken care of under the grade crossing abolition project.
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This short section is about 900 feet in length and extends
on Water Street from Franklin Street to a point about
100 feet westerly of Pleasant Street, Quincy.

Estimate of Cost.
The estimates of cost have been based upon such data

as the Department had available, and no complete sur-
veys and plans have been made.

The estimate provides for a width of right of way 80
feet wide, and for a 40-foot cement concrete highway,
with sidewalks, grass plots and curbs in those portions
which are now developed with buildings, or as might be
necessary, and without sidewalks or curbs at other points.

Two estimates have been prepared, one (A) follow-
ing the location described in the resolve, and the other
(B), for a location in the southerly location for the
portion between Quincy Adams and Pleasant Street,
Milton.

(A) Location as Described in Resolve

Cost, includ-
Length ing Roadway
(Miles). Bridges and

Damages

Quincy 4.3 $1,300,000
Milton 0.7 110,000

Total 5.0 $1,410,000

10 per cent for contingencies - 141,000
$1,551,000

10 per cent for engineering - 155,100
•

Total - $1,706,100
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CB ) Alternate Location (Southerly Location between Quincy Adam
and Pleasant Street).

Cost, includ-
Length ing Roadway,
(Miles). Bridges and

Quincy

Milton

Total

10 per cent for contingencies

10 per cent for engineering

Total

This road would be of large local benefit to both Milton
and Quincy in that it would be a great improvement
and should lead to a great increase in property values,
and also relieve traffic conditions to such an extent on
other roads, particularly in Quincy, that there would be
a financial benefit, because if the road is not built there
would probably be considerable and expensive improve-
ments necessary along the existing routes.

The Department makes no recommendations for legis-
lation at this time in view of the many demands upon

available.the funds that may be made s
OF PUBLIC WORKSDEPARTMENT

Frank E. Lyman,
Commissioner of Public Work

Richard K. Hale,
Associate Commissioner.

H. A. MacDonald,
Associate Commissioner,






