
HOUSE 187

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE COUNSEL TO THE
SENATE AND THE COUNSEL TO THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES.

ate House, December 8, 1933,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled.

In pursuance of the provisions of section 53 of
chapter 3 of the General Laws, as appearing in the
Tercentenary edition thereof, we have the honor to
report as follows:

It appears that there is an ambiguity in chapter
376 of the acts of the current year, entitled “An Act
authorizing and regulating the Manufacture, Trans-
portation, Sale, Importation and Exportation of Alcohol
and Alcoholic Beverages ”, as well as in House Docu-
ment No. 1613 of the current year upon which said
act was based, with respect to the question whether
or not the Legislature intended that alcoholic beverages
be permitted to be served to and drunk by patrons
sitting at counters equipped with stools in taverns. As
the method of drinking in taverns is a much mooted
question, it would seem that the Legislature should
definitely decide the matter and at the earliest pos-
sible moment before any tavern licenses are granted.

If it is intended that alcoholic beverages be served
to and drunk by patrons sitting at counters equipped
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with stools in taverns, the following amendments
should be made to chapter 376;

Insert after the word “ table ” in the fourth line of
the definition of tavern appearing in section 1 of
chapter 138 of the General Laws, as appearing in said
chapter 376, the words “ or sitting at counters equipped
with stools ”. Also amend section 12 of said chapter
138, as so appearing, by inserting after the word “ or ”,

in the twenty-third line, the word “ sitting ”.

If, on the other hand, it is intended not to permit
alcoholic beverages to be served to and drunk by
patrons sitting at counters equipped with stools in
taverns, the following amendments should be made:

Strike out, in the twenty-first and twenty-second
lines of said section 12, the words “, in the case of
a hotel, restaurant or tavern licensee, ”. Also amend
said section 12 by inserting after the word “or ”, in
the twenty-third line, the word “ sitting

We have the honor to report also that, in our
opinion, there will be need of changes in section 11A
of said chapter 138 in order to ensure that every
municipality will be given the opportunity to vote
on the tavern referendum prior to April 15, 1934.
Legislation embodying such changes will be seasonably
submitted in a subsequent report.

Respectfully submitted

WILLIAM E. DORMAN
Counsel to the Senate

HENRY D. WIGGIN
Counsel to the House of Representat


