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By Mr. Lomax of Fa!! River, petition of Terrance J. Lomax, Jr
relative to duties of police officers and clerks of courts in connectio
with summoning into court violators of certain laws relative to open
tion of motor vehicles. Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act relative to Duties of Police Officers and Clerks of
Courts in Connection with Summoning into Court
Violators of Certain Laws relative to Operation of
Motor Vehicles.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority oj the same, as follows:

Che Commontocalth of Massachusetts

1 Chapter ninety of the General Laws, as appearing in
2 the Tercentenary edition thereof, is hereby amended
3 by inserting after section twenty the following new
4 section:
5 Section 20A. It shall be the duty of any police
6 officer who takes cognizance of a violation of any pro-
-7 vision of sections fourteen, fifteen, or sixteen of this
8 chapter, or of chapter eighty-nine, or of any rule or
9 regulation made by the department of public works

10 under authority of section two of chapter eighty-five,
11 or of any rule, regulation, order, ordinance or by-law
12 regulating motor vehicles or their operation estab-
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13 lished by any city or town or by any commission or
14 body empowered by law to make such rules or regu-
-15 lations therein, to forthwith give to the offender a
16 notice to appear before the clerk of the district court
17 having jurisdiction, at any time during office hours
18 not later than five days after the time of violation.
19 Such notice shall be made in triplicate and shall
20 contain the name, address and operator’s license
21 number, if any, of the offender; the registration
22 number of the vehicle involved, the time and place of
23 violation, the specific offense charged, and the time
24 and place of appearance. Such notice shall be signed
25 by the officer, and shall be signed by the offender, if
26 present, in acknowledgment that the notice has been
27 received. The officer shall deliver to the offender at
28 the time and place of violation a copy of said notice,
29 and at the completion of each tour of duty the officer
30 shall give to his commanding officer two copies of
31 each notice. Said commanding officer shall retain
32 and safely preserve one of said copies and shall, at a

33 time not later than the beginning of the next court
34 day, deliver the other copy to the clerk of the court
35 before whom the offender has been notified to appear.

36 The clerk of each district court shall maintain a

37 docket of all such notices to appear. In case any

38 offender fails to appear in accordance with such
39 notice issued to him, the clerk shall notify the regis-
-40 trar of motor vehicles who shall forthwith revoke or

41 suspend the right of such person to operate, or his

42 operator’s license, if any, and shall reinstate suchright,
43 or issue another license to such person only upon
44 notice from the district court that the case has been
45 disposed of in accordance with law.
46 Any person notified to appear before the clerk of a
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47 district court as provided herein, instead of appearing
48 personally may appear through any person duly
49 authorized by him in writing. Any such offender, or

50 person authorized in his absence, may request the
51 clerk of the court that the offense charged be taken
52 for confessed, and unless it appears that it is the fourth
53 or more offense charged against such person for a
54 violation of any provision mentioned in this section
55 committed within the jurisdiction of the district
56 court within a period of twelve months, may pay
57 said clerk such fine or forfeiture as may be established
58 for such of the district courts and shall take a receipt
59 therefor. The clerks of the district courts shall dis-
-60 tribute such notices to the commanding officers of
61 police departments upon request and shall take a
62 receipt therefor. The payment of said fine or for-
-63 feiture to the clerk of the court in the manner herein
64 provided shall operate as a final disposition of the
65 case, and the proceedings shall not be deemed
66 criminal.
67 Should any person notified to appear as provided
68 herein fail to appear, or having appeared shall desire
69 not to avail himself of the benefits of the procedure
70 established by this section, or should the charge be
71 the fourth or more offense charged against such
72 person for a violation of any provision mentioned in
73 this section committed within the jurisdiction of the
74 district court within a period of twelve months, the
75 clerk shall, as soon as may be, notify the officer
76 concerned, who shall forthwith make a complaint
77 and follow the procedure established for criminal
78 cases.




