
HOUSE No. 422
By Mr. Swenson of Cambridge, petition of Austin S. Plimpton

for further restriction in dimensions of motor trucks which may
be operated over public ways. Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act relative to Dimensions of Motor Trucks.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section nineteen of chapter ninety of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out the whole
3 of said section and inserting the following new
4 section:
5 Section 19. No motor vehicle other than fire
6 apparatus, the outside width of which is more than
7 one hundred two inches or the extreme over-all
8 length of which is more than twenty-eight feet,
9 shall be operated on any way without a special

10 permit hereinafter provided for, provided, that
11 the extreme over-all length of a semi-trailer unit,
12 wherever used, may exceed twenty-eight feet but
13 not thirty-five feet, and such length of any motor
14 vehicles, where used in localities or on ways
15 designated by said department may exceed twenty-
-16 eight but not thirty-three feet. The aforesaid
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17 dimensions of width and length shall be inclusive
18 of the load.
19 No trailer with more than one ton capacity,
20 except when used for the transportation of poles
21 or single units of lumber or metal, shall be operated
22 on any way except as authorized by special permit
23 granted as hereinafter provided.
24 The board or officer having charge of a way or,
25 in case of a state highway or way determined by
26 the department of public works to be a through
27 route, said department may grant a special permit
28 for the exceptional movement of articles requiring
29 the use of a trailer and in such case the length
30 may exceed twenty-eight feet but not sixty feet.
31 Said permit shall be dated and limited to the
32 particular movement applied for and not good for
33 regular movements. Said permit must be carried
34 on the vehicle at the time of movement and shall
35 expire within thirty days from the date thereon.
36 A semi-trailer unit duly registered under and
37 complying with the laws of the commonwealth at
38 the time of the passage of this act may be operated
39 until January first, nineteen hundred and thirty-
-40 five.


