
HOUSE No. 428
By Mr. Babcock of Milton, petition of Robert L. Devine and an-

other for legislation to authorize arrests without warrant for certain
violations of the laws relating to motor vehicles. Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act authorizing the Arrest without Warrant for
Certain Violations of the Motor Vehicle Law.

1 Section 1. Chapter ninety of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the Tercentenary edition thereof, is
3 hereby amended by striking out section twenty-one
4 and inserting in place thereof the following;
5 Section 21. Any officer authorized to make arrests
6 may arrest without warrant and keep in custody for
7 not more than twenty-four hours, unless Sunday
8 intervenes, any person operating a motor vehicle on
9 any way who does not have in his possession a license

10 to operate motor vehicles granted to him by the regis-
-11 trar, and who violates any statute, by-law, ordinance
12 or regulation relating to the operation or control of
13 motor vehicles; and at or before the expiration of
14 said period of time such person shall be brought before
15 a magistrate and proceeded against according to law.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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16 Any person operating a motor vehicle while under the
17 influence of intoxicating liquor or any person operat-
-18 ing a motor vehicle who, without stopping and
19 making known his name, residence and the number
20 of his motor vehicle, goes away after knowingly
21 colliding with or otherwise causing injury to any
22 person or to any other vehicle or property may be
23 arrested as aforesaid and proceeded against in like
24 manner, irrespective of his possession of such a
25 license. Any person operating a motor vehicle who
26 is arrested as aforesaid and solely because he has
27 violated a provision of section seventeen or a regu-
-28 lation under section eighteen shall be admitted to
29 bail for his appearance in court upon the deposit
30 of one hundred dollars in cash, in lieu of a bail bond,
31 with any person authorized to take bail.

1 Section 2. Section twenty-four of chapter ninety
2 of the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercente-
-3 nary edition thereof, is hereby amended by striking
4 out the sentence beginning in the twenty-third line
5 and substituting the following;
6 Before a person is tried upon a complaint of oper-
-7 ating a motor vehicle while under the influence of
8 intoxicating liquor, or before a prosecuting officer
9 presents evidence to the grand jury, charging a

10 person with such an offence, the magistrate or other
11 officer receiving such complaint, or the prosecuting
12 officer presenting such evidence to the grand jury,
13 shall communicate with the office of the registrar
14 and shall inquire as to whether there is in said office
15 any record or other information tending to show
16 that such person has been finally convicted of a like
17 offence by a court or magistrate of the common-
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18 wealth within a period of six years immediately
19 preceding the commission of the offence with which
20 he is charged, and if it shall appear to such magis-
-21 trate or other officer, or to the grand jury, as the
22 case may be, that such person has so been convicted,
23 the complaint shall be amended to contain, or the
24 indictment shall contain, as the case may be, an
25 averment to that effect which shall specify such
26 court or magistrate and the date of such conviction.
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