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By Mr. Johnson of Brockton, petition of Adolph Johnson for

legislation to prohibit assessment of betterments in connection
with construction or improvement of public ways. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four

An Act prohibiting Betterment Assessments on Abut-
ting Lands for the Construction, Relocation, Im-
provement or Repair of a Public Street or Way.

1 Section one of chapter eighty of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by section sixty-
-3 two of chapter two hundred and fifty-four of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three, is hereby
5 further amended by inserting after the word “ im-
-6 provement ”, in the fourth line, the words: —, other
7 than the construction, relocation, improvement or
8 repair of a public street or way, so as to read
9 as follows:— Section 1. Whenever a limited and

10 determinable area receives benefit or advantage,
11 other than the general advantage to the com-
-12 munity, from a public improvement, other than
13 the construction, relocation, improvement or repair

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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14 of a public street or way made by or in accordance
15 with the formal vote or order of a board of officers
16 of the commonwealth or of a county, city, town
17 or district, and such order states that betterments
18 are to be assessed for the improvement, such board
19 shall within six months after the completion of
20 the improvement determine the value of such
21 benefit or advantage to the land within such area
22 and assess upon each parcel thereof a proportionate
23 share of the cost of such improvement, and shall
24 include in such cost all damages awarded therefor
25 under chapter seventy-nine; but no such assess-
-26 ment shall exceed the amount of such adjudged
27 benefit or advantage. The board shall in the order
28 of assessment designate as the owner of each parcel
29 the person who was liable to assessment therefor
30 on the preceding January first under the provisions
31 of chapter fifty-nine.


