
HOUSE No. 513

By Mr. Burgess of Quincy, petition of Henry F. Long, Commissioner
of Corporations and Taxation, for amendments of the law relative to
taxation of those licensed to deal in alcoholic beverages. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four,

An Act relative to the Taxing of those Licensed to Deal
in Alcoholic Beverages.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section twenty-one of chapter one hundred and
2 thirty-eight of the General Laws, as amended by chap-
-3 ter three hundred and seventy-six of the acts of nine-
-4 teen hundred and thirty-three, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out said section and inserting in
6 place thereof the following new section:
7 Section 21. Every licensed manufacturer of alco-
-8 holic beverages and every holder of a wholesaler’s and
9 importer’s license for the sale thereof shall, in addition

10 to the license fees elsewhere provided in this chapter,
11 be liable for and pay to the commonwealth as an excise,
12 for the privilege enjoyed by him as such manufac-
-13 turer or wholesaler and importer, the sum of forty
14 cents for each gallon of all alcoholic beverages con-
-15 taining in excess of twenty-four per cent of alcohol
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16 by volume, the sum of ten cents for each gallon of
17 wine, including vermouth, and die sum of one dollar
18 for each thirty-one gallons of malt beverages, sold
19 within the commonwealth. Every person subject to
20 this section shall keep a true and accurate account of
21 all alcoholic beverages sold by him and shall make a
22 return thereof to the commissioner of corporations
23 and taxation, hereinafter called the commissioner,
24 within ten days after the last day of each month, cov-
-25 ering his sales during such month, and shall at the
26 time of such return make payment to the commis-
-27 sioner of the amount due under this section for such
28 sales in such month. The commissioner is hereby
29 authorized to prescribe rules and regulations governing
30 the method of keeping accounts, making returns and
31 paying the excise provided for in this section. Such
32 rules and regulations shall provide for refund of ex-
-33 cise paid with respect to alcoholic beverages used in
34 manufacturing and for the waiver of payment of the
35 excise in respect to any alcoholic beverages if it ap-
-36 pears that an excise has already been paid under the
37 provisions of this section in respect thereto.
38 Sums due to the commonwealth under this section
39 may be recovered by the attorney general in an action
40 brought in the name of the commissioner. The
41 commission may suspend the license of a person sub-
-42 ject to this section, at the suggestion of the commis-
-43 sioner, for failure to pay such sums when due. The
44 commissioner shall have the same powers and remedies
45 with respect to the collection of said sums as he has
46 with respect to the collection of income taxes under
47 chapter sixty-two.


