
HOUSE No. 549
By Mr. Parker of Framingham, petition of the Massachusetts

Fish & Game Association and others for legislation to provide for
examination of certain applicants for licenses to hunt birds and
mammals. Conservation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

All Act providing for the Examination of Certain
Applicants for Licenses to Hunt Birds and Mammals.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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1 Section 1. Every applicant for a license to hunt
2 birds and mammals shall be examined as to his
3 ability to distinguish protected from unprotected
4 species, his knowledge of firearms and of the forest
5 fire, trespass and game laws before a license to hunt
6 is issued to him unless he files a blank furnished
7 by the director and signed under the penalty of
8 perjury stating that he has held a license in Massa-
-9 ehusetts or if a non-resident that he holds a current

10 license in his home state and has no criminal record
11 of a felony or of imprisonment for a misdemeanor;
12 or record of conviction for game law violations
13 within three years of date of application; provided,
14 however, that all persons under twenty-one years
15 must take an examination before becoming eligible
16 to receive a license to hunt.
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1 Section 2. A board to examine applicants shall
2 be set up in each of the game warden districts in
3 the commonwealth as now or as hereafter con-
-4 stituted by the commissioner of conservation and
5 shall consist of the fish and game warden regularly
6 assigned to duty in the district who shall act as
7 chairman without additional compensation and two
8 examiners who shall be especially appointed for
9 this duty by the director and who shall be paid

10 by the hour for time actually employed on examina-
-11 tions at a rate to be determined by him with the
12 approval of the commission on administration and
13 finance and be also reimbursed for necessary travel-
-14 ing expenses.

1 Section 3. For the purpose of examining ap-
-2 plicants for licenses, examining boards shall meet in
3 such parts of their respective districts, on such duly
4 advertised dates as the director may determine that
5 necessity requires.

1 Section 4. Each applicant who is examined for
2 a license shall pay to the chairman of the examining
3 board before which he appears a fee of fifty cents
4 before being examined. If an applicant fails to
5 pass the examination and desires to be re-examined
6 later an additional fee of fifty cents must be paid
7 in like manner for each additional examination.
8 The fees so collected shall be forwarded to the
9 treasurer and receiver general by the director.

1 Section 5. The director of the division of fisheries
2 and game shall determine all details in connection
3 with the examination of applicants for hunting
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4 licenses and shall cause to be printed a booklet
5 covering the subjects upon which applicants will be
6 examined, which will be given them on request.

1 Section 6. As soon as practicable, but in any
2 event within five days after taking an examination
3 the board of examiners shall notify each applicant
4 for license as to the outcome. If the applicant
5 has passed the test a certificate will be given per-
-6 mitting the purchase of a license from any agency
7 which is now or may hereafter be authorized to
8 issue hunting or sporting licenses. If the applicant
9 has failed to pass the test he shall be so notified

10 and may apply for re-examination at the next or
11 any subsequent examination held by the same board
12 of examiners. If the applicant fails twice, applica-
-13 tion for re-examination cannot be made until after
14 the expiration of six months, except as hereinafter
15 provided.

1 Section 7. If a Massachusetts hunting or sport-
-2 ing license is revoked through conviction for viola-
-3 tion of the game laws, the holder thereof shall be
4 required to obtain another certificate from a board
5 of examiners. Any license holder convicted of game
6 law violations on three separate occasions shall not
7 be eligible for examination for a new license until
8 at least three years have elapsed and until permis-
-9 sion to take an examination shall have been

10 received from the board of appeal as hereinafter
11 provided for.

1 Section 8. An applicant for a license who has
2 twice failed to receive a certificate from a board



4 [Jan. 1934.HOUSE No. 549.

3 of examiners may within ten days after notifica-
-4 tion of such failure appeal the decision to a board
5 of appeal consisting of a representative of the
6 division of fisheries and game to be named by the
7 director, a representative of the department of
8 agriculture to be named by the commissioner of
9 agriculture and a representative of the department

10 of public safety to be named by the commissioner
11 of public safety. If the applicant so desires and
12 makes the request in writing stating reasons there-
-13 for, he may appear in person before the board of
14 appeal at such time and place as the board may
15 designate. The board of appeal shall review the
16 applicant’s previous examinations and such report
17 as may be made by the board of examiners and the
IS decision of the board shall be final and conclusive.


