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By Mr. Tuttle of Framingham (by request), petition of the
Massachusetts Selectmen’s Association for legislation further to
regulate the establishment by school committees of classes for
mentally retarded children. Education,

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act further regulating Classes for Mentally Re-
tarded Children.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section forty-six of chapter seventy-one of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out,
3 in the sixth line, the word “ ten ” and inserting in
4 place thereof the word: twenty, —so as to read
sas follows: Section jf6. The school committee
6 of every town shall annually ascertain, under regula-
-7 tions prescribed by the department and the depart-
-8 ment of mental diseases, the number of children
9 three years or more retarded in mental development

10 in attendance upon its public schools, or of school
11 age and resident therein. At the beginning of each
12 school year, the committee of every town where
13 there are twenty or more such children shall
14 establish special classes for their instruction ac-
-15 cording to their mental attainments, under regulations
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16 prescribed by the department. A child appearing
17 to be mentally retarded in any less degree may,
18 upon request of the superintendent of schools of
19 the town where he attends school, be examined
20 under such regulations as may be prescribed by
21 the department and the department of mental
22 diseases. No child under the control of the depart-
-23 ment of public welfare or of the child welfare
24 division of the institutions department of the city
25 of Boston, who is three years or more retarded in
26 mental development within the meaning of this
27 section, shall, after complaint made by the school
28 committee to the department of public welfare or
29 said division, be placed in a town which is not
30 required to maintain a special class as provided
31 for in this section.


