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By Mr. Jones of Peabody, petition of J. A. Jones for legislation
to insure more prompt payment of compensation due to em-
ployees injured in industrial accidents. Labor and Industries.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act providing for more Prompt Payment of Work-
men’s Compensation in Certain Cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section fifteen Aof General Laws, chapter one
2 hundred and fifty-two (Tercentenary edition) is
3 hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the
4 following: —But if, when one of two or more
5 insurers may be held liable to pay compensation
6 for a claim for injury and said insurers cannot
7 agree that the injured employee would be entitled
8 thereto but for the existence of such controversy,
9 then a hearing to determine the question of liability

10 and the payment of compensation shall be held
11 forthwith by the department, such hearing to take
12 precedence over other pending matters, said sec-
-13 tion as amended to read as follows : — Section IBA.
14 If one or more claims are filed for an injury and two
15 or more insurers, any one of which may be held to
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16 be liable to pay compensation therefor, agree that
17 the injured employee would be entitled to receive
18 such compensation but for the existence of a con-

-19 troversy as to which of said insurers is liable to
20 pay the same, such one of said insurers as they may
21 mutually agree upon or as may be selected by a
22 single member of the board shall pay to the injured
23 employee the compensation aforesaid, pending a
24 final decision of the board as to the matter in
25 controversy, and such decision shall require that the
26 amount of compensation so paid shall be deducted
27 from the award if made against another insurer and
28 be paid by said other insurer to the insurer agreed
29 upon or selected by the single member as aforesaid.
30 But if, when one of two or more insurers may be
31 held liable to pay compensation for a claim for
32 injury and said insurers cannot agree that the in-
-33 jured employee would be entitled thereto but for the
34 existence of such controversy, then a hearing to
35 determine the question of liability and the payment
36 of compensation shall be held forthwith by the de-
-37 partment, such hearing to take precedence over other
38 pending matters.


