
HOUSE 736
By Mr. Jones of Peabody, petition of Wilfred B. Tyler that clerks

of courts be authorized to insure papers and property in their cus-
tody against loss by theft or fire. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act permitting Clerks of District Courts to Insure
Papers, Money and other Property in their Custody
Against Loss by Burglary Theft or Fire.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section forty-seven of chapter two hundred and
2 eighteen of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “county” in the nineteenth
4 line the following: — and shall pay the premiums on
5 any policies of insurance against loss by burglary and
6 theft or by fire which they carry upon the papers,
7 money and other property in their offices, and are
8 hereby authorized to carry such insurance in a sum
9 not exceeding five thousand dollars for each class of

10 property, so as to read as follows: Section Jf7.
11 Clerks of district courts, except the municipal court
12 of the city of Boston, shall, on or before the tenth
13 day of each month, account for and pay over to the
14 county treasurer all money received by them from
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15 civil business, including fees for blanks and copies,
16 and to city and town treasurers all fines and forfeitures
17 received by them payable to said cities or towns, and
18 render to said treasurers a detailed account on oath
19 of the same. Such payments shall include the bal-
-20 ances due and payable at the end of the month last
21 preceding the day of payment. They shall, at the
22 end of a criminal case, pay the fees and expenses of
23 officers entitled thereto from the funds in their hands
24 payable to the city or town liable for the payment
25 of such fees and- expenses, if they have sufficient
26 funds therefor, and all such fees and expenses not
27 so paid shall be certified at the end of each month
28 to the treasurer of the city or town liable therefor,
29 who shall pay them to the parties entitled thereto.
30 They shall, at the end of a criminal case or inquest,
31 pay the fees of witnesses for the commonwealth and
32 the fees and expenses of officers at inquests who are
33 entitled thereto, from the funds furnished them by
34 the county treasurer for that purpose, or out of any
35 funds which may be paid into court and are payable
36 to the county and shall pay the premiums on any
37 policies of insurance against loss by burglary and
38 theft or by fire which they carry upon the papers,
39 money and other property in their offices, and are
40 hereby authorized to carry such insurance in a sum
41 not exceeding five thousand dollars for each class of
42 property. They shall be allowed for the amounts so

43 paid in their settlement with the county, city and
44 town treasurers. If they do not have in their hands
45 sufficient funds returnable to counties with which to
46 pay such fees, as herein provided, they may make
47 written requisition therefor upon the county treasurer,
48 who shall pay to them not more than two hundred
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49 dollars each in any one month; but if it appears neces-
-50 sary to the director of accounts, he may approve in
51 addition thereto a requisition for not more than two
52 hundred dollars in any one month, and, upon receipt
53 of a requisition so approved, the county treasurer may
54 pay to them such amount as may be called for therein.
55 They shall account therefor in their regular settle-
-56 ments with the county treasurer and shall be liable
57 therefor on their official bonds. A clerk violating
58 any provision of this section shall be punished by a
59 fine of not more than one hundred dollars.




