
HOUSE 1016

By Mr. Hays of Boston, petition of Coleman Silbert for legislation
to protect heirs of estates in connection with appointment of public
administrators. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act better to Protect the Interests of the Common-
wealth and of Heirs of Estates in the Appointment of
Public Administrators.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and ninety-four of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section four
3 and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section Jf. A public administrator shall, except as
5 hereinafter provided, be appointed to administer
6 faithfully upon the estate of persons who die intestate
7 within his county or elsewhere leaving property in his
8 county to be administered, if there is no known hus-
-9 band, widow or heir of such deceased living in the

10 commonwealth at the time of filing the petition. A
11 public administrator or any creditor or friend of such
12 deceased or any person having an interest in the
13 estate of such deceased may petition for the appoint-
-14 ment of a public administrator. The probate court
15 shall appoint public administrators to administer
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16 estates of such deceased persons in rotation, except for
17 cause shown, whether the petition is filed by a public
18 administrator or not. The probate court may also
19 provide by rule for the appointment of public adminis-
-20 trators of such deceased persons on the basis of the
21 residence of such deceased or the location of his assets
22 or the residence of the public administrator. The state
23 treasurer shall be made a party to any petition for the
24 appointment of a public administrator and shall be
25 given due notice of all subsequent proceedings. A
26 public administrator shall except as otherwise pro-
-27 vided in this chapter administer estates and render
28 accounts in the same manner as other administrators.


