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By Mr. Manevitch of Boston, petition of Hyman Manevitch that

the power of clerks of district courts to issue warrants and summonses
be limited and that their power to issue search warrants be withdrawn.
Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four

An Act limiting the Power of Clerks and Assistant Clerks
of District Courts to issue Warrants and Summonses,
and taking away their Power to issue Search Warrants.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cbe Commontoealtf) of

1 Chapter two hundred and eighteen of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out sections
3 thirty-three, thirty-four and thirty-five, inclusive,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 33. Said courts may dispense with the
6 issuing of a warrant if the person charged with a
7 crime has been arrested without a warrant and
8 brought before the court or admitted to bail; but in
9 such case the officer making the arrest shall endorse

10 upon the complaint a statement of his doings.
11 Section 34. A justice or special justice of a district
12 court, or a justice of the peace who is also a clerk or

13 assistant clerk of such a court, may at any time
14 receive complaints, administer to complaints the oath
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15 required, and issue warrants and summonses, under
16 his own hand and seal, and such justice or special
17 justice may likewise issue search warrants, return-
-18 able before a court or trial justice having jurisdiction
19 of the trial or examination of the person charged with
20 the crime.
21 Section 35. A justice or special justice receiving
22 a complaint and issuing a warrant or summons shall
23 not preside at the trial upon such complaint.


