
Mr. Hays of Boston presented a petition of Martin Hays for inves-
tigation by a special commission (including members of the General
Court) of ways and means for expediting trial of civil and criminal
cases in the courts. Rules (acting concurrently).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

Resolve providing for an Investigation by a Special
Commission of Ways and Means for Expediting the
Trial of Civil and Criminal Cases in the Courts.

HOUSE No. 1294

Cfte Commontocaltf) of Massachusetts

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, con-
-2 sisting of one member of the senate to be designated

3 by the president thereof, three members of the house
4 of representatives to be designated by the speaker
5 thereof and two members to be appointed by the
6 governor, is hereby authorized to investigate ways
7 and means for expediting the trial of cases, both
8 civil and criminal, by improving and modernizing
9 court procedure and practice and the rules of evi-

-10 dence or otherwise so that, consistent with the ends
11 of justice, the proverbial delays of the law and at-
-12 tendant expense, both to litigants and the general
13 public, may be lessened. In connection with such
14 investigation, said commission is directed to observe
15 and inquire into the actual operation of the English
16 system of dispensing justice, giving particular atten-
-17 tion to the directness, simplicity and speed with
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18 which results are attained, with a view to determin-
-19 ing what benefits, if any, might be obtained by the
20 adoption of such system in whole or in part. Said
21 commission shall consider also the advisability of in-
-22 dieting corporal punishment for crimes committed
23 while armed and all other crimes of violence. Said
24 commission may hold hearings, shall be provided
25 with quarters in the state house or elsewhere, and
26 may, with the approval of the governor and council,
27 travel within or outside the commonwealth, and may
28 expend for clerical and other assistance and traveling
29 and other expenses such sums, subject to appropria-
-30 tion, not exceeding, in the aggregate, twenty-five
31 thousand dollars, as may be approved by the governor
32 and council. Said commission shall report to the
33 general court the results of its investigation and its
34 recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legis-
-35 lation necessary to carry its recommendations into
36 effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house
37 of representatives not later than May fifteenth of the
38 current year.


