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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives :

I am returning without my approval House Bill 1305
entitled, “An Act authorizing the University of Massa-
chusetts Incorporated to grant the Degree of Bachelor
of Science”. To recognize this university as eligible
to grant the degree of Bachelor of Science holds out to
the general public that courses of instruction are given,
the successful pursuit of which results in a graduate
having attained the same scholastic standing as a graduate
from the other Massachusetts institutions now granting
the degree. As a matter of fact, there is no course of
instruction at the University of Massachusetts Incor-
porated which furnishes the same instruction received
by the recipient of a degree of Bachelor of Science
graduating from any of the other institutions of learn-
ing now granting the degree. This Commonwealth is
asked to permit the awarding of a degree of Bachelor of
Science in order that the University of Massachusetts
Incorporated may set up a course of study in accord-
ance with the recognized educational standards for the
degree. In other words, Massachusetts is asked to
grant the degree on faith that the institution will con-
form to recognized standards, and, in my opinion, the
authority to grant degrees should not be conferred in
that manner. In any event, an analysis of the assets,
educational and otherwise, of this institution do not
give sufficient assurance of a maintenance of the high
standard which this degree requires to warrant the pre-
sumption that such standards will be attained if the
degree is permitted.
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It may be argued that there is an inconsistency in per-
mitting the Staley College of the Spoken Word to grant
a degree of Bachelor of Science of Oratory, but this school
has for years conducted a course which, in my opinion,
entitles it without change of its curriculum to the reward
which the State has imposed upon the earnest efforts
of the leaders of that institution; while in the instance
of this bill, the University of Massachusetts Incorpo-
rated has not yet brought its requirements to the cus-
tomary standards for the granting of a degree of Bachelor
of Science. Furthermore, the degree of Bachelor of
Science is granted upon an established standard which
has been fundamental to it for a long period of time,
while the somewhat newer degree of Bachelor of Science
of Oratory has not yet the public recognition of schol-
arship which the degree provided in this bill holds forth.

There is perhaps a more fundamental difficulty with
the bill. The name “lyiassachusetts ” has acquired a
standard in matters of education recognized throughout
the United States and the world. Its use in the confer-
ring of degrees cannot be permitted except in the ab-
sence of doubt as to the ability of the institution to
meet such educational standard. The Commonwealth
itself sustains an educational institution under the name
of the Massachusetts State College which, in the course
of time, holds the possibility of developing into a uni-
versity. This is a precious name which in educational
matters should be held as the proud possession of the
State itself. It should not be appropriated by any pri-
vate group, however conscientious the intentions of the
group may be, which is without endowment or such
considerable public support as to guarantee that the
institution will maintain the high scholastic standards
which the name and the other institutions of the State
represent. The title of Massachusetts University prop-
erly belongs to the people of the Commonwealth.

For these reasons I am returning the bill without my
approval.
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