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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE COUNSEL TO THE
SENATE AND THE COUNSEL TO THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

State House, April 26, 1934

To the HonorableSenate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled.

In pursuance of the provisions of section fifty-three
of chapter three of the General Laws, as appearing in
the Tercentenary Edition thereof, we have the honor
to report as follows:

When the General Court enacted chapter three hun-
dred and seventy-six of the acts of nineteen hundred
and thirty-three, authorizing and regulating the manu-
facture, transportation, sale, importation and exporta-
tion of alcoholic beverages, but temporary provision
was made therein for the exercise of local option in
relation to the licensing of taverns, with the under-
standing that permanent provision would be made
therefor at the current session. Accordingly, we have
the honor to submit the accompanying bill making
such provision

WILLIAM E. DORMAN,
Counsel to the Senate.

HENRY D. WIGGIN,

Cf)e CommontoealtJ) of spassacfjugetts

Counsel to the House of Representatives.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act relative to the Exercise of Local Option in
Respect to the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages in Taverns.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby
3 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and thirty-eight
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out section eleven A, as appearing in section two of
4 chapter three hundred and seventy-six of the acts
5 of nineteen hundred and thirty-three and as amended
(5 by chapter one hundred and forty-two of the acts of
7 nineteen hundred and thirty-four, and inserting in
8 place thereof the following:
9 Section 11A. Except as otherwise provided in this

10 section, the city council of any city and the select-
-11 men of any town shall, upon the filing with the city
12 or town clerk of a petition signed by registered
13 voters of such city or town equal in number to at
14 least one per cent of the whole number of registered
15 voters therein and conforming to the provisions of
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16 section thirty-eight of chapter forty-three relative to
17 initiative petitions, requesting that the question of
18 licensing the sale in such city or town of alcoholic
19 beverages in taverns be submitted to the voters
20 thereof, call a special election to be held within a
21 period of days from the filing of such peti-
-22 tion, and cause to be so submitted thereat the fol-
-23 lowing question: “Shall licenses be jLiO lUYVlliti UUCOIIUII. Oilclll IiUtUIOCO UC i

YES. j24 granted in this city (or town) for the sale
25 therein of alcoholic beverages in taverns?”
26 Except as otherwise provided in this section, in
27 any city or town wherein a regular election is about
28 to be held, the city council or selectmen, upon the
29 filing of such a petition in due season, shall cause said
30 question to be submitted to the voters thereof at
31 such election. The foregoing question shall not be
32 submitted to the voters of any city or town under
33 this section oftener than once in two years.

34 If a majority of the votes cast in such a city or
35 town in answer to the question hereinbefore set forth
36 are in the affirmative, such city or town shall be taken
37 to have authorized the sale therein in taverns of such
38 alcoholic beverages, if any, as are from time to time
39 lawfully authorized to be sold in such city or town,
40 subject in all respects to the provisions of this chapter,
41 but only pending the taking under this section of the
42 next succeeding vote, if any, on such question.
43 Prior to January first, nineteen hundred and thirty-
-44 five, and pending the taking of a vote on such question
45 under this section in any city, the mayor and city
46 council thereof may file with the city clerk an order
47 authorizing the granting of tavern licenses and such
48 order shall have the same legal effect as a vote in the
49 affirmative in answer to such question.
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Section 2. Nothing in this act shall be construed
to affect any vote by the registered voters of any city
or town which was made legal and validated by
chapter one hundred and forty-two of the acts of the
current year.


