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Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Kirkpatrick of Holyoke,

for the Senate Bill dispensing with certain hearings under the civil
service laws in certain cases (Senate, No. 276). May 2.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act dispensing with Hearings before Administrative
Authorities under the Civil Service Laws in Certain
Cases.

1 Chapter thirty-one of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section forty-three, as ap-
-3 pearing in the Tercentenary edition, the following new
4 section:
5 Section JfSA. An officer or employee of any city,
6 except Boston, or of any town, holding office or em-
-7 ployment in the classified public service, who shall be
8 entitled under section forty-three to a public hearing
9 before an administrative authority on any action taken

10 by it may, by written notice to such authority given
11 within the time limited for claiming such hearing, elect
12 to dispense with such hearing and to claim a judicial
13 hearing thereon. Such officer or employee, within
14 ten days after giving notice of election as aforesaid,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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15 shall file a petition in the district court of the judicial
16 district wherein he is employed, addressed to the
17 justice of the court and praying for a judicial deter-
-18 mination of the sufficiency and justice of the action
19 of such authority. After such notice as the justice
20 may order and not earlier than fourteen days after
21 the filing of the petition, he shall hold a hearing on
22 such action, at which evidence may be presented by
23 both parties. Such authority shall furnish to the
24 justice and to such officer or employee, at least ten
25 days prior to the date set for the hearing, a copy of
26 the charges or reasons for such action, and such of-
-27 ficer or employee shall furnish to the justice and to
28 such authority, at least seven days prior to said date,
29 a copy of his answers to said charges or reasons. The
30 hearing may be continued from time to time. If,
31 after such hearing, the justice finds, upon all the
32 evidence, that such action was justified, he shall af-
-33 firm it, and the same shall stand. If he finds other-
-34 wise, such authority shall thereupon rescind such
35 action without loss of compensation or other prejudice
36 to such officer or employee and shall take such further
37 action, if any, as may be necessary to conform to the
38 finding of the justice. The decision of the court shall
39 be final and conclusive upon the parties.


