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House of Representatives, May 3, 1934.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Bill providing for the election of coun-
cilmen by wards in the city of Taunton (House, No. 181),
report recommending that the same be amended by the
substitution of the accompanying bill (House, No. 1459).

For the committee,

PHILIP SHERMAN.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act providing for the Election of Councilmen by
Wards in the City of Taunton.

1 Section 1. Section three of chapter four hundred
2 and forty-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and
3 nine is hereby amended by striking out, in the third
4 line, the word “nine” and inserting in place thereof
5 the word: thirteen, so as to read as follows;
6 Section 3. The municipal officers to be elected at
7 city elections shall be the mayor; members of a
8 single council, to consist of thirteen members, to be
9 called the municipal council; and members of the

10 school committee. The said municipal officers shall
11 be elected at the times and in the manner hereinafter
12 specified.

1 Section 2. Said chapter four hundred and forty-
-2 eight is hereby further amended by striking out sec-
-3 tion four and inserting in place thereof the following:—

4 Section 4- At the annual city election in nineteen
5 hundred and thirty-five and in every second year
6 thereafter there shall be elected a mayor to serve for
7 the term of two years, and one councilman from each
8 ward to serve for the term of two years. At the

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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9 annual city election in nineteen hundred and thirty-
-10 six and in every second year thereafter there shall be
11 elected a councilman from each of the wards one, four,
12 five, seven and eight to serve for the term of two
13 years. The councilmen to be elected in nineteen
14 hundred and thirty-four shall serve for the terms for
15 which they are elected. There shall also be elected
16 in the year nineteen hundred and thirty-five and an-
-17 nually thereafter three members of the school com-

-18 mittee to serve for the three municipal years next
19 following their election. Except as aforesaid, and as
20 otherwise provided in this act, no city officer shall be
21 elected at any city election. The mayor and school
22 committeemen shall be elected by and from the
23 qualified voters of the city, and the councilmen by
24 and from the wards which they respectively repre-
-25 sent; provided, that no person shall be eligible to be
26 elected councilman to represent any ward unless at
27 the time of filing his petition for nomination he shall
28 be a resident thereof.

1 Section 3. Said chapter four hundred and forty-
-2 eight is hereby further amended by striking out sec-
-3 tion ten and inserting in place thereof the following: —•

4 Section 10. A majority of the members of the
5 municipal council shall constitute a quorum. Its
6 meetings shall be public, and the mayor, if present,
7 shall preside. The municipal council shall elect a
8 president, who shall hold office during the pleasure
9 of the council, and who shall preside in the absence

10 of the mayor. In the absence of both, a chairman
11 pro tempore shall be chosen. The city clerk shall be,
12 ex officio, clerk of the municipal council, and shall
13 keep the records of its proceedings. All votes of the
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14 council shall be by yeas and nays, if four members so
15 request, and shall be entered upon the records. The
16 affirmative vote of at least seven members shall be
17 necessary for the passage of any order, ordinance,
18 resolution or vote and it shall require eight votes to
19 pass an order over the mayor’s veto.

1 Section 4. Said chapter four hundred and forty-
-2 eight is hereby further amended by striking out sec-
-3 tion sixteen and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-4 lowing:
5 Section 16. The municipal council shall meet not
6 less than once each week. The mayor, president of
7 the council, or any four members thereof, may, at
8 any time, call a special meeting thereof.

1 Section 5. This act shall be submitted for ac-
2 ceptance to the registered voters of said city at the
3 annual city election in the year nineteen hundred and
4 thirty-four in the form of the following question,
5 which shall be placed upon the official ballot to be
6 used at said election: “Shall an act passed by the
7 general court in the year nineteen hundred and
8 thirty-four, entitled ‘An Act providing for the elec-
-9 tion of councilmen by wards in the City of Taunton’,

10 be accepted?” If a majority of the voters voting
11 thereon vote in the affirmative in answer to said
12 question, then this act shall take effect for the nom-
-13 ination and election of councilmen at the annual city
14 election in nineteen hundred and thirty-five, and for
15 all other purposes it shall take effect upon the organiza-
-16 tion of the city government on the first Monday in
17 January, nineteen hundred and thirty-six; otherwise
18 this act shall be of no effect.


