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House of Representatives, May 8, 1934.

The committee on Highways and Motor Vehicles, to
whom were referred the petition (accompanied by bill,
House, No. 569) of Elbert M. Clemence that the De-
partment of Public Works request the county com-
missioners of the various cotinties to furnish small towns
additional assistance in repair and improvement of
public ways, the petition (accompanied by bill, House,
No. 572) of the Massachusetts Selectmen’s Association
for legislation to increase the allotment from the Com-
monwealth for highway purposes in towns, and the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 976) of Russel
A. Harmon that additional funds be made available for
repair and improvement of public ways in towns, report
the accompanying bill (House, No. 1473).

For the committee

EDWARD W. STAVES

€be Commontoealth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four

An Act relative to State Appropriations for the Im-
provement of Public Ways in Small Towns.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby
3 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section twenty-six of chapter eighty-one of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the
4 word “hundred” in the eighth line the words:
5 and fifty, so as to read as follows: Section 26.
6 There may be expended for the repair and improve-
-7 ment of public ways, other than state highways, in
8 towns having valuations of less than five million
9 dollars, as established by the last preceding valua-

-10 tion made for the purpose of apportioning the state
11 tax, and in which the proportionate amount paid
12 by such towms of every million dollars of such tax as
13 so established, divided by the number of miles of
14 such public ways, hereinafter known as the road
15 mileage ratio, is less than twelve dollars, such sums
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16 not exceeding one hundred and fifty dollars per mile
17 as the general court may appropriate therefor; pro-
-18 vided, that such towns shall contribute or make avail-
-19 able for use in connection therewith the following
20 amounts for each mile of such public ways within
21 their respective limits, according to the following
22 schedule based on their road mileage ratio:
23 1. Less than one dollar and forty cents, fifteen
24 dollars.
25 2. One dollar and forty cents and less than two
26 dollars, twenty-five dollars.
27 3. Two dollars and less than two dollars and eighty
28 cents, forty dollars.
29 4. Two dollars and eighty cents and less than three
30 dollars and fifty cents, fifty dollars.
31 5. Three dollars and fifty cents and less than five
32 dollars and fifty cents, seventy-five dollars.
33 6. Five dollars and fifty cents and less than seven
34 dollars, one hundred dollars.
35 7. Seven dollars and less than nine dollars, one
36 hundred and twenty-five dollars.
37 8. Nine dollars and less than twelve dollars, one
38 hundred and fifty dollars.
39 The amounts appropriated as aforesaid and con-
-40 tributed by the towns shall be expended under the
41 direction of the department of public works on such
42 ways as said department and the selectmen of the
43 towns may agree upon.




