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Mr. Gott of Arlington presented a petition of Fred A. Clark (for the
Fire Chiefs Club of Massachusetts) and others for amendments of
certain traffic laws and regulations in respect to their application to
fire apparatus and other emergency vehicles. Highways and Motor
Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act relating to the Application of Traffic Laws and
Regulations to Fire Apparatus and Other Emergency
Vehicles.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter eighty-nine of the General Laws, as ap-
-2 pearing in the Tercentenary edition, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after section seven A the fol-
-4 lowing new section:
5 Section 78. The provisions of any statute, by-
-6 law, ordinance or regulation relating to the operation,
7 parking and standing of vehicles shall apply to
8 authorized emergency vehicles as defined herein,
9 except as follows:

10 The driver of such vehicle, when operating in an
11 emergency and in the necessary performance of a
12 public duty, may:
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13 1. Park or stand notwithstanding provisions of
14 said statutes, by-laws, ordinances or regulations.
15 2. Having slowed down in approaching a traffic
16 sign or signal he may proceed with caution.
17 3. Exceed the prima facie speed limits so long as
18 he does not endanger life or property.
19 4. Disregard regulations governing direction of
20 movement or turning in specified directions so long
21 as he does not endanger life or property.
22 These exemptions shall not, however, protect the
23 driver or person in control of such vehicle from the
24 consequences of a reckless disregard of the safety of
25 others.
26 The words “emergency vehicles”, as used in this
27 chapter shall include vehicles of a fire department,
28 protective department, police department, ambu-
-29 lances and such emergency vehicles of federal, state
30 or municipal departments or public service corpora-
-31 tions as are commonly recognized as such.


