
HOUSE No. 1502
Presented by Representative George R. Bale of Watertown, and 

approved by the House Committee on Rules.

C!je Commontoealtf) of cpissadntsetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

Resolution commemorating the Session of the General
Court of the Massachusetts Bay Colony begun on
May 14, 1634.
Resolved, That the House of Representatives hereby 

commemorates the session of the General Court of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, begun on May 14, 1634, and 
lasting three days, at which it was ordered that “ it shall 
be lawful for the freemen of every plantation to choose 
two or three of each town before every General Court, 
to confer of and prepare such public business as by them 
shall be thought fit to consider of at the next General 
Court, and that such persons as shall be hereafter so 
deputed by the freemen of the several plantations, to 
deal in their behalf, in the public affairs of the common
wealth, shall have the full power and voices of all the said 
freemen, derived to them for the making and establishing 
of laws, granting of lands, etc., and to deal in all other 
affairs of the commonwealth wherein the freemen have 
to do, the matter of election of magistrates and other 
officers only excepted, wherein every freeman is to give 
his own voice”, — thus constituting an elected House 
of Representatives.

H ouse of R epresenta tives , May 14, 1934. 
Adopted.

FRANK E. BRIDGMAN,
Clerk.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF THE 
HOUSE

M onday, May 14, 1934.
Met according to adjournment, at two o’clock p.m.
Prayer was offered by Reverend Ernest S. Meredith 

of Watertown, as follows:
Oh God, Who rules! over the affairs of men and in 

Whose hands are the destinies of all people, we invoke 
Thy blessing upon us as we meditate upon the courage 
and the wisdom of those who, three centuries ago, estab
lished this assembly.

May a bright light shine across the vanished years, 
enabling us to see our debt to the past, our duty for the 
present and our obligation to the future. May no ad
monition of our fathers and no appeal of our children be 
lost upon us.

Grant that we, who are the inheritors of such high 
services and the beneficiaries of such gallant sacrifices, 
may be so replenished by Thy grace that we may walk in 
the ways of fidelity and good will and peace, so that gen
erations yet unborn shall cherish our example.

Endue with sound judgment and generous public spirit 
those whom we have intrusted with the enactment and 
administration of law, to the end that our liberties may 
be defended, our unity preserved and that we be saved 
from confusion and strife, injustice and dishonor.

May the people of this Commonwealth, who have 
known Thee as their help in ages past, know Thee as 
their hope in years to come, and vouchsafe to us such 
continuing evidences of Thy love that we may ever adore 
Thee for Thy mercy and ever bless Thee for Thy 
sheltering care. Amen.
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Resolution.
Mr. Dale of Watertown presented a Resolution com

memorating the session of the General Court of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony begun on May 14, 1634 
(House, No. 1502); and the same was referred, under 
Rule 104, to the committee on Rules.

Mr. Brown of Billerica, for said committee, then 
reported recommending that the resolution be adopted. 
Under suspension of Rule 57, on motion of Mr. Dale, 
the resolution was considered forthwith, as follows:

Resolved, That the House of Representatives hereby 
commemorates the session of the General Court of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, begun on May fourteen, 
sixteen hundred and thirty-four, and lasting three days, 
at which it was ordered that “ it shall be lawful for the 
freemen of every plantation to choose two or three of 
each town before every General Court, to confer of and 
prepare such public business as by them shall be thought 
fit to consider of at the next General Court, and that 
such persons as shall be hereafter so deputed by the free
men of the several plantations, to deal in their behalf, 
in the public affairs of the commonwealth, shall have the 
full power and voices of all the said freemen, derived to 
them for the making and establishing of laws, granting 
of lands, etc., and to deal in all other affairs of the com
monwealth wherein the freemen have to do, the matter 
of election of magistrates and other officers only excepted, 
wherein every freeman is to give his own voice”, — thus 
constituting an elected House of Representatives.

Mr. Dale then spoke as follows:
Three hundred years ago this month was held a three- 

day session of the General Court of Massachusetts, 
which resulted in a radical change in the colonial govern
ment. During the four years preceding, the Governor 
and Assistants had kept all power in their own hands, 
and had allowed the people merely the right of electing 
these officials annually. Now, all legislative power was 
stripped from the Governor and vested in a General
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Court consisting of the Assistants and an outnumbering 
body of Deputies to be elected by the several towns. 
This initiated what we now know as the House of Repre
sentatives, even though for ten years thereafter the 
Assistants and Deputies sat as one body.

The change came not as the result of a sudden impulse, 
but as an evolution in the practice of government which 
was caused by a series of events. Beginning with the 
great migration of 1630, which brought a thousand souls 
to live in the wilderness on the shores of Massachusetts 
Bay, by 1631 the leaders of the Colony had planned for 
a new and fortified town on Charles River, which later 
became Cambridge. To defend this town on the land
ward side a palisade was built. Since this town was to 
replace Boston as the capital of the Colony, a tax for its 
cost was levied in 1632 by the Governor and Assistants 
upon all the settlements from Salem on the north around 
to Weymouth on the south.

The people of Watertown, led by their church officials, 
protested against thus being taxed without representa
tion in the taxing body. It is interesting, in passing, to 
note that the reason for leadership by church officials 
was that during these four years each settlement was a 
church congregation (or affiliated with one), and that no 
settlement had an organized town government of elected 
officials comparable to our present selectmen as an 
executive board.

As a result of this protest of Watertown, a compromise 
was effected by which it was agreed that two Deputies 
from each settlement, apparently appointed by the Gov
ernor and Assistants, should sit with these officials when 
assembled in General Court, but with no vote and with 
no voice, except that they were to be consulted in matters 
of taxation.

In April, 1634, these Deputies, having met, demanded 
that the charter of the Colony be produced for then- 
examination. Reading it, apparently for the first time, 
they found that the voters were entitled to take part in 
the General Courts, and that four such Courts of all the 
voters should be held each year.
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At the General Court for elections, which began on 

May 14, and sat for three days, appeared twenty-four 
Deputies from the towns to sit with the Governor, the 
Deputy Governor and six Assistants. The Deputies 
took the meeting in hand at once. The oath of a freeman 
(voter) was changed from one of allegiance to “ the gov
ernment of this jurisdiction of the Massachusetts” to 
one of allegiance to “ the government of ‘this com- 
monweale’.”

Then it was ordered that “ none but the General Court 
hath power to choose and admit freemen (voters) ” ;

“That none but the General Court hath power to make 
and establish laws, to elect and appoint officers, as Gov
ernor (etc.), Captains, Lieutenants (etc.) or any other 
of like moment, or to remove such, as also to set out the 
duties and powers of the said officers” ; and

“That none but the General Court hath power to 
raise moneys and taxes, and dispose of lands” .

The language of these orders shows by implication 
what the Governor and Assistants had been doing.

And then, to cap it all, it was ordered “ that it shall be 
lawful for the freemen of every plantation to choose 
two or three of each town before every General Court,
. . . and that such persons as shall be hereafter so 
deputed by the freemen of the several plantations, to 
deal in their behalf, in the public affairs of the common
wealth, shall have the full power and voices of all the said 
freemen, derived to them for the making and establishing 
of laws, granting of lands, etc., and to deal in all other 
affairs of the commonwealth wherein the freemen have 
to do, the matter of election of magistrates and other 
officers only excepted, wherein every freeman is to give 
his own voice”.

Thus was initiated, three hundred years ago this 
month, an elected body of representatives of the people 
of the towns.

The resolution then was adopted.
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