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Executive Department, Boston, June 27, 1934.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

Under the provisions of Article LVI of the Amendments
to the Constitution, I am returning House Bill 1578 en-
titled, “An Act relating to the Application of Traffic Laws
and Regulations to Fire Apparatus and Other Emergency
Vehicles”, under the provisions of which while engaged in
an emergency undertaking the driver of such vehicle may
proceed at a speed in excess of the applicable speed limit
if he exercises caution, and may drive through an inter-
section of ways contrary to any traffic signs or signals if
he first brings such vehicle to a full stop and then proceeds
with caution, unless otherwise directed by a police officer
regulating traffic at such intersection.

This Act raises an interesting question of public policy.
It seems to me that the emergency which brings fire ap-
paratus upon the public highways in response to an
alarm, should give the driver of the vehicle a right of way
upon the sounding of a proper siren or other recognized
signal, and that the responsibility of the driver is to use
care, consistent with the nature of his undertaking un-
hampered by the rules and regulations of ordinary traffic.
In other words, the driver of a fire apparatus proceeding
in response to an alarm is to arrive at the scene as quickly
as possible. To that end, great sums of money are
annually devoted. Any absolute requirement that the
vehicle should be brought to a full stop at intersecting
streets where traffic signals are displayed is an impedi-
ment to such swift progress. Nor should the possibility
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of personal obligation to respond in damages to anyone
injured by a piece of fire apparatus be placed upon the
driver, except as it may fall upon him under the general
rules of negligence as found in the common law for a
failure to act as a reasonable driver of fire apparatus
under all the circumstances of the particular case.

The men who drive these vehicles are from the very
nature of their undertaking engaged in a hazardous
occupation, but the records disclose them to be expert
in the performance of their particular duties. They
are public servants rendering a great public service,
and I should think it to be the duty of the pedestrian
or the driver of an ordinary vehicle to see to it that he
does not get in the path of these emergency vehicles.

For these reasons, I recommend that the Act be modi-
fied to eliminate all traffic rules and regulations from
having any binding effect upon those engaged in driving
or piloting fire apparatus in response to an alarm.

JOSEPH B. ELY.


