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Executive Department, Boston, June 29, 1934.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

I am returning without my approval House Bill 900
entitled, “An Act reducing the Hours of Labor of Em-
ployees in State and County Penal and Reformatory
Institutions.”

In withholding my signature from this Act, I seek to
balance the general economic trend of shorter hours with
the necessity of avoiding all measures which substantially
increase the State expenditures, and to such extent reflect
upon the State credit. Only a marked increase in the
amount of profitable business conducted in this Nation
and Commonwealth will avoid the use of the State credit
again for the relief of those suffering and distressed
through unemployment. The Federal credit cannot be
indefinitely used to carry the whole burden of this obliga-
tion. To preserve the credit of Massachusetts is the first
essential of good government in this respect.

It is also necessary to keep down the expenditures of
the State government if industry is to prosper here under
any circumstances and if there is to be any incentive
whatever to the citizens to own and maintain their own
homes. We must not lose sight of the base upon which
all of our humanitarian undertakings in the way of unem-

relief rest. Ihe State ciedit is the essential
element if the State is to be of any assistance in time of
need.

This Act, while not imposing for the present year a very
heavy burden, probably not in excess of $175,000. would
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increase the cost of government in the following year
$270,000. for the Department of Correction. If the law
is good for the Department of Correction it is likewise
applicable to the Department of Mental Diseases, the
Department of Public Welfare, and the Department of
Public Health. In fact, it is equally applicable to all
departments of the State government maintaining insti-
tutions. The logical result would be the imposition of
further laws restricting the hours of labor in institutions
and a consequent increase in the cost of operating the
State government, when this is done, of upwards of
$2,000,000 in salaries, and several million dollars to pro-
vide buildings and equipment sufficient to house and
care for the additional number of maintenance employees.

It may be readily recognized that the work of prison
guards and other prison employees is confining and tedious
without in reality being arduous. It may be possible,
without further legislative enactment but purely as an
administrative function, to find some measures of relief
for such employees; and although a lack of sympathy
for them may seem apparent but is not real, in balancing
the arguments for this Act, I am convinced that it should
not become a part of our statute law at this time.

For these reasons, the bill is returned without my
approval.

JOSEPH B. ELY.


