
SENATE 94

To accompany the petition of Donald W. Nicholson for legisla-
tion relative to the transportation of school children from their
homes to the schools to which they are entitled to attend and
exempting school buses from operating on private ways. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four

An Act relative to the Transportation of School Chil-
dren from their Homes to the Schools in Certain
Instance, and exempting School Buses from oper-
ating on Private Ways.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section sixty-eight of chapter seventy-one of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 edition thereof, is hereby amended by inserting after
4 the word “ miles ” in the fifth line the words;
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5 and if the distance between a child’s residence and
6 a school bus stop exceeds one and one half miles,
7 and by inserting after the word “ school ” in the
8 sixteenth line the words: —No school committee
9 shall be required to operate a school bus on a private

10 way, —so as to read as follows: Section 68.
11 Every town shall provide and maintain a sufficient
12 number of schoolhouses, properly furnished and con-
-13 veniently situated for the accommodation of all
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14 children therein entitled to attend the public schools.
15 If the distance between a child’s residence and the
16 school he is entitled to attend exceeds two miles,
17 and if the distance between a child’s residence and
18 a school bus stop exceeds one and one half miles,
19 and the school committee declines to furnish trans-

-20 portation, the department, upon appeal of the
21 parent or guardian of the child, may require the
22 town to furnish the same for a part or for all of the
23 distance. If said distance exceeds three miles, and
24 the distance between the child’s residence and a
25 school in an adjoining town giving substantially
26 equivalent instruction is less than three miles, and
27 the school committee declines to pay for tuition
28 in such nearer school, and for transportation in
29 case the distance thereto exceeds two miles, the
30 department, upon like appeal, may require the town
31 of residence to pay for tuition in, and if necessary
32 provide for transportation for a part or for the
33 whole of said distance to, such nearer school. No
34 school committee shall be required to operate
35 a school bus on a private way. The school corn-
-36 mittee, unless the town otherwise directs, shall
37 have general charge and superintendence of the
38 schoolhouses, shall keep them in good order, and
39 shall, at the expense of the town, procure a suitable
40 place for the schools, if there is no schoolhouse, and
41 provide fuel and all other things necessary for the
42 comfort of the pupils.


