
SENATE 191
To accompany the petition of Henry F. Daley that the Division

of the Blind be reorganized and that the powers and duties of
said division be defined. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act providing for a Reorganization of the Division
of the Blind, and defining its Powers and Duties.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

€bc Commontoealtl) of Q^aosacDuoetts

1 Section 1. Section four of chapter fifteen of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in the
4 sixth and seventh lines, the words “a division of
5 the blind”, so as to read as follows: Section Jf.
6 The commissioner shall be the executive and admin-
-7 istrative head of the department. He shall have
8 charge of the administration and enforcement of all
9 laws, rules and regulations which it is the duty of

10 the department to administer and enforce, and shall
11 be chairman of the board. He shall organize in the
12 department a division of public libraries, a division
13 of immigration and Americanization, and such other
14 divisions as he may determine. Each division shall
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15 be in charge of a director and shall be under the
16 general supervision of the commissioner. Nothing
17 in this chapter shall be construed as affecting the
18 powers and duties of the trustees of the Massachu-
-19 setts state college as set forth in chapter seventy-
-20 five.

1 Section 2. Said chapter fifteen is hereby amended
2 by striking out sections thirteen and fifteen, as so
3 appearing, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-4 lowing:
5 Section 13. There shall be in the department a
6 division of the blind, consisting of three members
7 appointed by the governor with the advice and con-
-8 sent of the council, who shall be designated in their
9 initial appointments to serve respectively for two,

10 four and six years from December first in the year
11 of appointment. The governor shall designate one
12 of the members as chairman. L’pon the expiration
13 of the term of office of a member, his successor shall
14 be appointed in the manner aforesaid for six years.
15 The chairman shall receive a salary not exceeding
16 five thousand dollars and each other member shall
17 receive a salary of not exceeding thirty-five hundred
18 dollars. The majority of the members shall consti-
-19 tute a quorum for the transaction of the business of
20 the division.
21 Section 15. The division, with the approval of
22 the governor and council, shall appoint or employ
23 such subordinate officers, agents, teachers and clerks
24 as may be necessary, and may remove them.

1 Section 3. Chapter sixty-nine of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out sections
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3 twelve to twenty-five, inclusive, as so appearing, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following:
° Section 12. The word “division” as used in sec-
6 tions thirteen to twenty-five, inclusive, shall mean
7 the division of the blind established by section
8 thirteen of chapter fifteen.
9 Section 13. The division shall establish a bureau

10 of information and industrial aid, the object of which
11 shall be to aid the blind in finding employment and
12 to develop home industries for them.
13 Section 11+. The division shall, with the approval
14 of the governor and council, establish, equip and
15 maintain schools for the industrial training of blind
16 persons, and workshops for their training and em-
-17 ployment.
18 Section 15. The division may provide or pay for
19 temporary lodgings and temporary support for work-

-20 men or pupils received at any industrial school or
21 workshop and may contribute to the support of
22 pupils from the commonwealth receiving instruction
23 in institutions outside thereof; and, with the advice
24 of the advisory board, may subsidize the earnings of
25 blind employees in any such school or workshop.
26 Section 16. There may be expended annually
27 by the division such sums as the general court may
28 appropriate to provide sight-saving classes for chil-
-29 dren certified by any reputable oculist as fit subjects
30 for instruction therein. With the approval of the
31 division, local school committees may organize and
32 conduct such classes.
33 Section 17. The chairman shall be the executive
34 head of the division, and all bills by it contracted
35 shall be subject to his approval. Any member of
36 the division may act as the representative of the
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37 blind in all proceedings before any department,
38 board or commission of the commonwealth or of
39 any county, city or town therein
40 Section 18. The division shall administer the laws
41 relative to the blind and shall prepare rules and
42 regulations for consideration and adoption by the
43 division.
44 Section 19. It shall maintain a register of the
45 blind in the commonwealth, which shall describe
46 their condition, cause of blindness and capacity for

47 education and industrial training. The mayor of
48 each city and the selectmen of each town shall aid
49 the division by furnishing, upon its request, the
50 names and addresses of all known blind persons
51 residing within their respective cities and towns.
52 The department of public welfare and boards of
53 public welfare shall aid the division by reporting
54 whenever outdoor or indoor aid is granted to families
55 in which there is a blind member, and the division
56 shall report in turn to the said department and the
57 said board any activity on his part in relation to
58 blind persons who or whose families are known to be
59 receiving or to have received public outdoor or
60 indoor aid.
61 Section 20. The division may also register cases
62 of persons whose eyesight is seriously defective or
63 who are likely to become visually handicapped or
64 blind, and take such measures, in co-operation with
65 other authorities, as it may deem advisable for the
66 prevention of blindness or conservation of eyesight^
67 and, in appropriate cases, for the education of chil-
-68 dren and for the vocational guidance of adults
69 having seriously defective sight.
70 Section 21. The division may provide for the in-
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71 struction of the adult blind at their homes and may
72 furnish materials and tools to any blind person, and
73 may assist such blind persons as are engaged in
74 home industries in marketing their products. It
75 may pay suitable wage
76 and workshops establi
77 and may devise means
78 of the products of such

i to the employees of schools
shed under section fourteen
for the sale and distribution
schools and workshops.

79 Section 22. The division may receive in schools
80 established by the division pupils from other states
81 upon the payment of such fees as it may determine.
82 Section 23. The division may ameliorate the con-
-83 dition of the blind by devising means to facilitate the
84 circulation of books, by promoting visits among the
85 aged or helpless blind in their homes, by aiding indi-
-86 vidual blind persons with money or other assistance,
87 or by any other method it may deem expedient;
88 provided, that it shall not undertake the permanent
89 support or maintenance of any blind person.

90 Section 2Jf. There may be advanced annually to
91 the division from the state treasury, from the
92 amount appropriated for the maintenance of the
93 industries established by the division, such sum
94 approved by the governor and council as may be
95 necessary to be used as a working capital for said
96 industries. Said sum when drawn from the treasury
97 shall be deposited in a national bank or trust com-
-98 pany to the credit of the division who shall give a
99 bond in such sum and with such sureties as the
100 governor and council may approve.
101 Section 25. The state purchasing agent, such officers
102 in charge of state institutions as may be authorized
103 by him to make purchases and officers in charge of
104 other public institutions shall purchase articles or
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supplies, other than products of prison labor, from
the division of the blind; provided, that the division
has the same for sale and that they were produced
by persons under the supervision of the division or
in industrial schools or workshops under its super-
vision.

Section 4. This act shall become operative on
December first of the current year, except that for
the purposes of the appointment of the members of
the division of the blind as provided in section two
of this act, and the organization of such board, it
shall become operative on November first of the
current year.






