
SPECIAL REPORT OF THE COUNSEL TO THE
SENATE AND THE COUNSEL TO THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES.

State House, February 2, 1934.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
Assembled.

In pursuance of the provisions of section 53 of chapter
3 of the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
edition thereof, we have the honor to report as follows:

The last paragraph of section 17 of chapter 138 of the
General Laws, as appearing in section 2 of chapter 376
of the Acts of 1933, holds up the granting of the full
quota of licenses for the retail sale of alcoholic bever-
ages issuable by a city or town under said section pending
the determination of its policy relative to tavern licenses
by vote of its inhabitants, which can be taken only at an
election held not later than April 15, 1934. The restrictive
language of the paragraph, however, goes much farther
than is necessary to accomplish this purpose and has
the effect of postponing until May 1, 1934, the issue of
full quotas in (1) cities and towns that have voted against
the issue of tavern licenses and (2) in cities and towns
that do not vote at all on the issue of tavern licenses
within the time limited.

We therefore recommend the immediate passage of
the corrective bill herewith submitted.

WILLIAM E. DORMAN,
Counsel to the Senate.

HENRY D. WIGGIN,

SENATE No. 239

C&e Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts

Counsel to the House of Representatives.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act removing Unnecessary Restrictions on the
Granting of Licenses for the Sale of Alcoholic Bever-
ages in Certain Cities and Towns.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby declared
3 to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
4 preservation of the public convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section seventeen of chapter one hundred and
2 thirty-eight of the General Laws, as appearing in
3 section two of chapter three hundred and seventy-
-4 six of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three,
5 is hereby amended by striking out the last paragraph
6 and inserting in place thereof the following:
7 In order that there may be an adequate number
8 of taverns prior to January first, nineteen hundred
9 and thirty-five, where authorized, not more than

10 seventy-five per cent of the maximum number of
11 licenses under sections twelve and fifteen prescribed
12 for any city or town, except Boston, and not more
13 than seventy per cent of the maximum number of
14 licenses under section twelve prescribed for the city
15 of Boston, shall be granted therein prior to April
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16 sixteenth, nineteen hundred and thirty-four, in case
17 the question of granting tavern licenses has not been
18 submitted to the voters of such city or town under
19 section eleven A, or, if such question has been so sub-

-20 mitted, prior to the final determination of the vote
21 in any city or town which votes under said section
22 eleven A against the granting of such licenses or
23 prior to the expiration of thirty days after the elec-
-24 tion in any city or town which votes in favor of grant-
-25 ing such licenses. The foregoing restrictions shall
26 not apply to towns having a population of one thou-
-27 sand or less.




