
No. 275SENATE

Senate, March 28, 1934.

The committee on Metropolitan Affairs, to whom was
referred so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate,
No. 1) as relates to co-ordinating the police department
of the city of Boston with the police departments of all
the cities in the metropolitan district; and so much of
the report of the special commission established to make
thorough investigation relative to prevalence of crime
and means for suppression thereof (Senate, No. 125) as
relates to establishing a metropolitan police commission
(app. C), report the accompanying bill (Senate, No. 275).

For the committee

CHARLES C. WARREN.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Fou:

An Act relative to the Metropolitan Police Council.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purposes, therefore it is hereby
3 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public safety.

1 Chapter one hundred and forty-seven of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary edition
3 thereof, is hereby amended by inserting after sec-
-4 tion thirty-one under the heading metropolitan

5 police council the following new section:
6 Section 31A. For the purposes of this section the
7 metropolitan police district shall include the follow-
-8 ing cities and towns: Boston, Cambridge, Chelsea,
9 Everett, Lynn, Malden, Medford, Melrose, Newton,

10 Quincy, Revere, Somerville, Waltham, Woburn, Ar-
il lington, Belmont, Braintree, Brookline, Canton, Ded-
-12 ham, Dover, Hingham, Hull, Lexington, Milton,
13 Nahant, Needham, Reading, Saugus, Stoneham,
14 Swampscott, Wakefield, Watertown, Wellesley, Wes-
-15 ton, Weymouth, Winchester and Winthrop.
16 There shall be a metropolitan police council
17 serving under the governor which shall consist of

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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18 the commissioner of public safety, the captain of the
19 metropolitan district police, the police commissioner
20 of the city of Boston, and two members of police
21 forces of another city or town in the metropolitan
22 police district of the rank of captain, or higher,
23 appointed by the governor for terms of three years
24 each, with the advice and consent of the council.
25 The governor shall appoint a chairman. The mem-
-26 hers of this council shall serve without compen-
-27 sation.
28 The council shall be authorized to co-ordinate the
29 several police agencies and facilities of the cities and
30 towns in the metropolitan police district and of the
31 department of public safety and of the metropolitan
32 district police for concerted action in the detection
33 of crime and the apprehension of criminals; to pre-
-34 pare and recommend to the several police agencies
35 in said district plans for uniform practices of admin-
-36 istration and for the installation and maintenance of
37 proper equipment, personnel and methods of organi-
-38 zation to facilitate the detection of crime and the
39 identification and apprehension of criminals; to pre-
-40 pare and effect plans for the orderly installation or
41 employment of such radio and teletype service in
42 said district as may be necessary to effect co-ordina-
-43 tion and expedition of communication; and to report
44 to the governor upon his request for investigation
45 relative to the existence or commission of crime in
46 said district.
47 The council may investigate the condition and
48 standards of organization, equipment, personnel and
49 facilities of any police agency in the said district.
50 Every police agency in the district shall at all times
51 be open to inspection by the council.
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52 The installation, operation and use by any police
53 force in said district of the facilities of radio and
54 teletype shall not be had without first obtaining the
55 approval of the council.
56 The council may employ or appoint such inspectors,
57 experts and other assistants as may be necessary for
58 the proper performance of its duties.
59 The necessary expenses incurred in the perform-
-60 ance of their duties by the members of the council
61 and all expenses for the making of plans, surveys,
62 investigations and reports, and for the services of
63 inspectors, experts and other assistants, shall be paid
64 from the treasury of the commonwealth, subject to
65 the approval of the governor and council.
66 The council shall annually report to the governor
67 and to the general court the result of its investiga-
-68 tions and studies and its recommendations, together
69 with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such
70 recommendations into effect on or before December
71 thirty-first of each year.


