
SENATE 329

Senate, May 24, 1934.
r

The committee on Constitutional Law, to whom was
referred the petition (with accompanying bill, Senate,
No. 255) of Joseph Finnegan relative to obtaining the
opinion of the voters as to pending amendments to the
federal constitution, report the accompanying bill (Senate,
No. 329).

For the committee.

JOSEPH FINNEGAN.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four,

An Act relative to Ascertaining the Opinion of the Voters
as to Pending Amendments to the Federal Consti-
tution.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter fifty-three of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section eighteen, as appear-
-3 ing in the Tercentenary edition, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 Section 18. It is hereby declared to be the policy
6 of the commonwealth that the general court, when
7 called upon to act upon a proposed amendment to
8 the federal constitution, should defer action until
9 the opinion of the voters of the commonwealth has

10 been taken, as herein provided, relative to the wisdom
11 and expediency of ratifying the same; therefore, if
12 a proposed amendment to the federal constitution is
13 duly submitted to the general court as provided in
14 article five of the constitution of the United States,
15 and is not ratified at the session at which it is sub-
-16 mitted, there shall be submitted to all the voters of
17 the commonwealth at the following state election,
18 if such an election is to occur prior to the next regu-
-19 lar session of the general court, otherwise at such
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20 special or regular state election as the general court
21 may order, the question whether such ratification is
22 desirable. The question shall be placed upon the
23 official ballot in the following form: “Is it desirable
24 that the proposed amendment to the constitution
25 of the United States (describing the same) be rati-
-26 fied by the general court?” The votes cast shall be
27 received, sorted, counted, declared and transmitted
28 to the state secretary, laid before the governor and
29 council, and by them opened and examined in ac-
-30 cordance with the laws relating to votes for state
31 officers so far as they are applicable, and the governor
32 shall thereupon communicate to the general court

cast in the affirmative and
proposed amendment, and
arranged by senatorial and
This section shall not au-
opinion of the voters more

33 the total number of vote:
34 in the negative for the
35 likewise the same totals
36 representative districts.
37 thorize the taking of the
38 than once in respect to any such proposed amendment
39 unless otherwise provided by the general court.




