
SENATE 355

Senate, June 21, 1934.

The committee on Legal Affairs, to whom was referred
the petition (with accompanying bill, Senate, No. 257) of
the Linscott Supply Company, by A. S. Hunt, president,
and others, for legislation relative to methyl alcohol,
wood alcohol and certain preparations containing alcohol,
report the accompanying bill (Senate, No. 355).

For the committee,

HARRY B. PUTNAM.

Che Commontocalth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act relative to Methyl or Wood Alcohol, so called,
and Certain Preparations containing Such Alcohol.

1 Section 1. Sections seventy-two to seventy-five,
2 inclusive, of chapter one hundred and thirty-eight
3 of the General Laws, as appearing in section two of
4 chapter three hundred and seventy-six of the acts
5 of nineteen hundred and thirty-three, are hereby
6 repealed.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Ctjc Commontoealtb of 9@assacl)usctts

1 Section 2. Section seventy-six of said chapter one
2 hundred and thirty-eight, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in the fourth and ninth
4 lines, the word “seventy-two” and inserting in place
5 thereof, in each instance, the words: three hundred
6 and three A of chapter ninety-four, and by adding
7 at the end thereof the following sentence: Nothing
8 contained in said section eighteen shall limit the scope
9 of a license issued under this section, so as to read

10 as follows: Section 76. The licensing authorizing
11 of a city or town may annually grant licenses to retail
12 dealers in paints or chemicals for the sale of alcohol,
13 other than alcohol described in section three hundred
14 and three A of chapter ninety-four, for mechanical,
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15 manufacturing or chemical purposes only, the fee for
16 which shall be one dollar. The commission may an-

-17 nually grant licenses for the manufacture, transporta-
-18 tion, importation, exportation and sale of alcohol,
19 other than alcohol described in section three hundred
20 and three A of chapter ninety-four, for mechanical,
21 manufacturing or chemical purposes only, or for sale
22 to any person holding a license under section eighteen
23 or nineteen or to any registered pharmacist holding a

24 certificate of fitness, or to any hospital or educational
25 or scientific institution for use other than for beverage
26 purposes. Licenses shall be granted under this sec-

-27 tion only if it appears that the applicant therefor is a

28 proper person to receive such a license. The fee for
29 such a license shall be one hundred dollars. Nothing
30 contained in said section eighteen shall limit the scope
31 of a license issued under this section.

1 Section 3. Chapter ninety-four of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 three hundred and three, as appearing in the Ter-
-4 centenary edition, under the heading, methyl or
5 wood alcohol, the following five new sections: -

6 Section SOSA. No person other than a registered
7 druggist shall engage in the business of manufacturing,
8 buying, selling, transporting, importing, exporting or

9 dealing in methyl alcohol, or wood alcohol, so called,
10 or any preparation used for manufacturing or com-

il mercial purposes which contains more than three per
12 cent of methyl alcohol and is intended for use other
13 than as a beverage, without being licensed so to do as
14 provided in section three hundred and three B.
15 Section 3038. The board of health of a town may
16 issue to properly qualified persons licenses to engage
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17 therein in the business described in section three
18 hundred and three A. The fee for such a license shall
19 be one dollar, which shall be paid into the town trea

20 ury. The department of public health may issue
21 licenses to such persons to engage in such busines
22 anywhere within the commonwealth upon payment
23 of a fee of ten dollars, which shall be paid into the
24 state treasury. All licenses issued under this section
25 shall expire on the thirty-first day of December fol-
26 lowing, and may at any time be suspended or revoked
27 for cause, by the issuing authority. Such authority
28 shall keep a record of all licenses granted, suspended

29 or revoked by it
30 Section 303C. Every barrel or keg containin
31 methyl alcohol or wood alcohol, so called, or any drug
32 or medicine intended for external use containing
33 methyl alcohol, shall bear in capital letters not les;
34 than three fourths nor more than one and one half
35 inches in height, stencilled thereon or printed upon
36 a label affixed thereto, the words ‘‘POISON, NOT
37 FOR INTERNAL USE”. Every other container
38 of any such alcohol, drug or medicine shall bear a
39 label of white paper on which shall be printed in

40 red capital letters not less than one fourth of an inch
41 in height, the words “DEADLY POISON”, th
42 name and place of business of the vendor, and the
43 statement that he is a registered druggist or, if
44 licensed under section three hundred and three B, the
45 number of his license, and, in legible type, the words
46 “NOT FOR INTERNAL USE, CAUSES BLIND
47 NESS. KEEP FROM THE EYES.” Whoever
48 himself or by his servant or agent, sells, exchanges or
49 delivers any such alcohol, drug or medicine in any

50 container not conforming to this section shall be
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51 punished by a fine of not less than fifty nor more
52 than two hundred dollars.
53 The department of public health may suspend such
54 of the requirements of this section as it may deter-
-55 mine, after public hearing, to be substantially covered
56 by federal law or regulation and may, after hearing,
57 revoke such suspension.

58 Section 303D. The sale of methyl alcohol or wood
59 alcohol, so called, or any preparation containing
60 methyl alcohol as described in section three hundred
61 and three A by a person not licensed as required by
62 sections three hundred and three A and three hun-
-63 dred and three B, or by a licensee to a person under
64 sixteen years of age or to any person without rea-
-65 sonable investigation and inquiry to determine that
66 the same is not to be used for drinking purposes,
67 shall constitute the offence of unlawful sale of aico-
-68 hoi and may be described as such in any complaint
69 or indictment without more; but a person so charged
70 shall be entitled to a bill of particulars in accordance
71 with section forty of chapter two hundred and
72 seventy-seven.
73 Section 303E. Except as otherwise provided in
74 section three hundred and three C, violation of any
75 provision of sections three hundred and three A to
76 three hundred and three D, inclusive, shall be punished
77 by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars or by
78 imprisonment for not more than six months, or both.

1 Section 4. Said chapter one hundred and thirty-
-2 eight is hereby amended by striking out section two,
3 as most recently amended by chapter three hundred
4 and five of the acts of the current year, and inserting
5 in place thereof the following:
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6 Section 2. No person shall manufacture, with
7 intent to sell, sell or expose or keep for sale, transport,
8 import or export alcoholic beverages or alcohol,
9 other than alcohol described in section three hun-

10 dred and three A of chapter ninety-four, except
11 as authorized by this chapter; but the provisions
12 of this chapter shall not apply to sales or trans-
13 portation by a person or public officer under a pro-

14 vision of law which requires him to sell personal
15 property, or to sales or transportation by executors,
16 administrators, receivers and trustees duly author-
17 ized by proper judicial order or decree. Assi
18 under voluntary assignments for the benefit of cred-
19 itors if such assignees are authorized by special permit

20 of the commission, and insurers and their agents in
21 disposing of such beverages or alcohol damaged by
22 fire or other casualty if authorized by such a permit,
23 may sell and transport alcoholic beverages or alcohol.
24 Any holder of a license under this chapter may
25 pledge or mortgage to secure a loan or debt any alco
26 holic beverages or alcohol which he is authorized to

27 sell and the pledgee or mortgagee acting in con-
28 formity with the terms of such pledge or mortgage
29 may sell and transport such alcoholic beverages or
30 alcohol subject to such conditions and restrictions as
31 the commission may prescribe. Violation of this
32 section shall be punished except as provided in
33 tion twenty-two by a fine of not less than one hundred
34 nor more than one thousand dollars or by imprison

35 ment for not more than one year, or both






