
SENATE No. 11
To accompany the petition of Newland H, Holmes for legislation

to provide for the issuance of certificates of title to motor vehicles.
Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act providing for Certificates of Title to Motor
Vehicles.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter ninety of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by inserting after section one A
3 the following new section:
4 Section 18. No motor vehicle shall be registered
5 under section two, unless a certificate of title under
6 sections thirty-four K to thirty-four S, inclusive, has
7 been or at the time of registration is issued to the
8 applicant for registration.

Clje Commontoealth of Massachusetts

1 Section 2. Said chapter ninety is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section thirty, as appearing
3 in the Tercentenary edition of the General Laws, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 30. A proper record of all applications
6 and of all certificates and licenses issued shall be
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V kept by the registrar at his main office, and such
records shall be open to the inspection of any person
during reasonable business hours; provided, that the
information on applications for certificates of title
relating to liens, encumbrances or legal claims shall
not be divulged except at the discretion of the regis-
trar. The registrar may issue a certified copy, at-
tested by him or his authorized agent, of any cer-
tificate of registration, certificate of title or license
to operate motor vehicles which may have been lost
or mutilated, upon the written request of the person
entitled thereto; and such certified copies shall have
the same force and effect as the originals. Certified
copies of such records of the registrar, attested by the
registrar or his authorized agent, shall be admissible
as evidence in any court of the commonwealth to
prove the facts contained therein. The registrar
may destroy applications under this chapter and
copies of the licenses and certificates of registration
issued by him, and all letters reporting accidents or
papers relating thereto, excepting those of the then
current year and the year next preceding. He may
destroy or dispose of any obsolete number plates and
forms which, in his opinion, are no longer of any
value to the commonwealth, and may destroy ex-
amination papers or the answers given by the appli-
cants for licenses when the same have become of no
value or when the licenses applied for have been
granted. He may also destroy all records of con-
victions of persons charged with violation of the laws
relating to motor vehicles unless such convictions are
final convictions under section twenty-four, except-
ing those of the then current year and the two years
next preceding.
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1 Section 3. Section thirty-three of said chapter

2 ninety, as most recently amended by section four of
3 chapter three hundred and thirty-two of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-three, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out the two paragraphs in lines
6 ninety-one to ninety-five, inclusive, as printed in the
7 Tercentenary edition thereof, and inserting in place
8 thereof the following new paragraphs:
9 For every additional copy of a license or certificate

10 of registration or title, one dollar.
11 For every certified copy of any application or

12 notice filed with the registrar and for every certified
13 copy of a license or certificate of registration or title,
14 one dollar.

1 Section 4. Said chapter ninety is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after section thirty-four J, as

3 appearing in the Tercentenary edition thereof, the
4 following heading and new sections

CERTIFICATES OF TITLEo

6 Section Every application for a certificate
7 of title to a motor vehicle shall be made upon a form
8 furnished or approved by the registrar, shall contain
9 a full description of the motor vehicle and the cor-

-10 rect name and address of the owner, shall state
11 exactly the owner’s title to, and any and all liens,
12 encumbrances and legal claims upon and against,
13 said motor vehicle, and shall further state whether
14 or not possession thereof is held under any lease,
15 contract or conditional sale, or other agreement of
16 like effect. Such application shall be signed by the
17 owner, if an individual, otherwise by an agent of the
18 owner thereto duly authorized. It shall be made
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under the penalties of perjury. The registrar shall
exercise reasonable diligence in ascertaining whether
or not the facts stated in such application are true
and, if satisfied that the applicant is the lawful
owner of said motor vehicle or is otherwise entitled
to have a certificate of title to said motor vehicle
issued in his or its name, the registrar shall issue to
such owner a certificate of title, bearing his official
stamp or stamped official signature.
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Section SJ+L. (a) A certificate of title shall con-
tain such description and other evidence of identifi-
cation of the motor vehicle for which it is issued as
the registrar may deem necessary, and shall state
whether or not the vehicle is subject to any lien,
encumbrance or other legal claim. The certificate
shall also contain forms for assignment of title or
interest and for warranty thereof by the owner.
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(b ) The registrar, upon request of the owner of a
motor vehicle accompanied by evidence satisfactory
to the registrar that all liens, encumbrances and legal
claims upon or against such vehicle have been dis-
charged and satisfied, shall so amend the original
certificate of title as to show a full and clear title, or
shall issue without fee a corrected certificate showing
such a title.
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(c) An owner of a motor vehicle, having a certifi-
cate of title which states that such vehicle is not
subject to any lien, encumbrance or other legal
claim, who after receiving such certificate subjects
such vehicle to any lien, encumbrance or other legal
claim shall immediately transmit or deliver an exact
statement thereof, together with the certificate, to
the registrar, who shall either amend such certifi-
cate of title so as to show that such vehicle is sub-
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ject to a lien, encumbrance or other legal claim, or
shall issue without fee a corrected certificate of
title showing that it is so subject.
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56 Section SJ+M. Whenever the registrar is satisfied
by proper evidence, and upon such investigation as
he may make, that a certificate of title has been
issued bearing materially incorrect information he
may require the return to him of such certificate of
title, together with the production of any informa-
tion necessary for the adjustment of his records in
connection therewith; and thereupon he may amend
such certificate of title or issue without fee a cor-
rected certificate of title.
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Section SJ+N. (a) In the event of the sale, or of
any transfer of ownership otherwise than by opera-
tion of law, of a motor vehicle as to which a cer-
tificate of title has been issued, the vendor or trans-
feror shall execute and deliver to the vendee or trans-
feree at or before the time of delivery to him of such
motor vehicle, an assignment of such certificate of
title, with warranty of title, and with a statement of
all liens, encumbrances or legal claims upon or against
such motor vehicle and the name and address of each
lienor, encumbrancer and claimant, said assignment
to be made under the penalties of perjury upon a
form furnished or approved by the registrar.
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(b ) A dealer who acquires a motor vehicle under

subsection (a) may reassign such certificate of title
to a purchaser from him, by an assignment in the
form thereby provided, and several dealers who
successively so acquire a motor vehicle may each in
like manner reassign the same.
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(c) A person other than a dealer who so acquires

a motor vehicle, shall, before or at the time of ap-
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87 plying for registration thereof, present to the regis-
-88 trar such assigned or reassigned certificate, with an

89 application for a new certificate of title, whereupon

90 the registrar, after satisfying himself as provided in
91 section thirty-four K, shall issue to him a new cer-

-92 tificate of title thereto.
93 Section 340. In case of the transfer of ownership
94 or possession by operation of law, whether voluntary
95 or involuntary, of any motor vehicle as to which a

96 certificate of title has been issued, the holder of such
97 certificate shall within ten days thereafter surrender
98 the same to the person to whom possession or title
99 of such motor vehicle has so come or passed, unless,

100 at the expiration of said period, a suit is pending in
101 which the question of the right to such possession

102 or ownership is in issue, in which case, if the suit is
103 finally determined against such holder, he shall
104 make such surrender immediately upon such final
105 determination. Upon presentation to the registrar
106 of such certificate of title, or, if that is not possible,
107 upon the furnishing of proof satisfactory to him as

108 to the ownership and right of possession of such
109 motor vehicle, and upon presentation to him of an

110 application for a new certificate of title, he shall
111 issue to the person to whom possession or title of
112 such motor vehicle has so come or passed a new
113 certificate of title thereto.
114 Section 34P- (cl) The owner of a motor vehicle
115 which is stolen shall notify the registrar immedi-
-116 ately upon learning of such theft.
117 (b ) Whenever the registrar receives a notice or
118 report of the theft of a motor vehicle, whether or
119 not the same is registered or owned in this common-
-120 wealth, accompanied by the name or make and the
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manufacturer’s engine number of such motor ve-
hicle, he shall thereupon make a distinctive record
thereof and shall file the same numerically in a manu-
facturer’s engine number file with records of other
vehicles already so filed and recorded.

121
122
123
124
125

(c) Upon the receipt of an application for a cer-
tificate of title to any motor vehicle, notice or report
of the theft of which has been received by the regis-
trar, he shall immediately notify the rightful owner
of said motor vehicle as appearing in his records,
shall withhold the issue of such certificate of title
until investigation satisfactory to him has been
made, and, unless satisfied that the applicant for
such certificate has a valid title to such motor ve-
hicle, shall refuse to issue such certificate.
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(d) Upon the recovery of a stolen motor vehicle,
the owner shall immediately notify the registrar
thereof.
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(e) Every police officer having any knowledge
relative to a stolen motor vehicle shall immediately
furnish the registrar with full information in his
possession relative thereto.

139
140
141
142

(/) The registrar shall from time to time prepare,
and distribute in such manner as he may think best,
reports listing all motor vehicles stolen and all such
vehicles recovered, as disclosed by notices and
reports received by him under this section.
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(g) Whoever violates any provision of paragraph
(a) or ( d) of this section shall be punished by a fine
of ten dollars or by imprisonment for not more than
five days.
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Section 3J+Q. (a) The registrar shall keep and
maintain a record of all certificates of title of motor
vehicles issued by him and, after the expiration of
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five years following the year in which any such155
may, in his discretion, and
or otherwise dispose of such

certificates were issued
subject to law, destroy
records.
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after any motor vehicle, a
which has been issued, is
into junk, the owner thereof

(5) Within ten days
certificate of title to
destroyed or converted
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shall in writing notify the registrar and shall return
to him for cancellation the certificate of title thereto,
and the certificate of registration, if any, thereof.
No such motor vehicle shall again be registered and
no certificate of title thereto shall again be issued.
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Section The registrar, upon receipt of notice
from the proper authority of any other state or of
any foreign country that a certificate of title to a
motor vehicle issued by him has been surrendered
by the owner thereof in conformity with the laws
of such other state or country, shall so note upon
his record of such certificate, and may cancel such
record.
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Section S4-S. (a) Except as provided in subdi-
vision (g) of section thirty-four P, whoever violates
any provision of sections thirty-four K to thirty-four
R, inclusive, shall be punished by a fine of not more
than twenty-five dollars or by imprisonment for not
more than ten days.
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( b ) Whoever alters with fraudulent intent or
forges any certificate of title to a motor vehicle, or
any assignment thereof, or possesses or uses any
such certificate of title knowing the same to have
been fraudulently altered or forged, shall be pun-
ished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars
or by imprisonment for not more than two years, or
both.
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189 (c) Whoever procures or attempts to procure a
190 certificate of title to a motor vehicle, or assigns, re-

-191 assigns or delivers to another or attempts to so as-
-192 sign, reassign or deliver a certificate of title to a

193 stolen motor vehicle, or makes out or delivers to
194 another any assignment or reassignment of such
195 certificate, knowing or having reason to believe that
196 such motor vehicle has been stolen, shall be pun-
-197 ished as provided in subdivision (6) of this section.

1 Section 5. Section sixty-one of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and forty of the General Laws, as appearing in
3 the Tercentenary edition thereof, is hereby amended
4 by adding at the end thereof the following:
5 This section shall not apply in the case of a pur-
-6 chase or taking in exchange or leaving on the premises
7 of a motor vehicle as to which a certificate of title
8 has been issued.

1 Section 6. Section sixty-three of said chapter
2 one hundred and forty, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in the fourth line, the
4 words “or sold by him” and inserting in said line
5 after the word “sale” the words: by him, —so
6 as to read as follows: Section 63. Every licensee
7 under classes two or three of section fifty-eight shall
8 send daily by mail to the registrar a list, on blanks
9 prescribed by him, of the second hand motor vehicles

10 or parts thereof purchased or stored for the purpose
11 of sale by him during the preceding twenty-four
12 hours. A copy of such list shall also be sent daily
13 in Boston to the police commissioner and in other
14 cities and towns to the local chief of police. Every
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15 licensee under class one shall send the said list
16 weekly, covering a period of seven days.

1 Section 7. Said chapter one hundred and forty
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section
3 sixty-four, as so appearing, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:
5 Section 67,. The police commissioner of Boston,
6 the chief of police of any other city, the selectmen
7 of a town, or any officer authorized by them, and
8 any agent or inspector of the registrar may, by
9 written notice, release any person licensed under

10 section fifty-nine from retaining any second hand
11 vehicle or part thereof for the period prescribed in
12 section sixty-one. Upon receipt of such notice such
13 licensee shall be deemed to have complied with said
14 section.

1 Section 8. Section sixty-five of said chapter
2 one hundred and forty, as so appearing, is hereby
3 repealed.

1 Section 9. Sections one to four, inclusive, shall
2 apply with respect to motor vehicles registered or
3 sought to be registered in this commonwealth for
4 the year nineteen hundred and thirty-six and
5 thereafter, whenever the application for such regis-
-6 tration is made. It shall be the duty of the registrar
7 of motor vehicles upon and after the effective date
8 of this act to disseminate information and otherwise
9 prepare for the issuing of certificates of title to all

10 owners of such motor vehicles and to make such
11 revision of the methods of issuing motor vehicle
12 registrations and operators’ licenses as he may deem
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necessary for the purposes of this act. Sections
five to eight, inclusive, shall become operative on
January first, nineteen hundred and thirty-six.
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Section 10. The funds required for the estab-
lishment of the system of certificates of title and such
revision of records and procedure relating to the
issuing of registrations and operators’ licenses as
the said registrar shall deem necessary, including
the cost of materials and equipment, shall be appro-
priated from the Highway Fund of the common-
wealth.
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