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To accompany the petition of Charles A. P. McAree for legislation
to provide for the biennial party enrolment of voters. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act providing for the Biennial Party Enrolment
of Voters.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section thirty-seven of chapter fifty-three of
2 the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercente-
-3 nary edition, is hereby amended by striking out the
4 last sentence and inserting in place thereof the
5 following: The party enrolment of voters under
6 this or the following section shall be made bien-
-7 nially on or after January first in each Pven-
-8 numbered year and shall terminate on Decem-
-9 ber thirty-first in each odd-numbered year, and

10 shall be transferred to the voting lists to be used
11 within said dates if the names of such voters have
12 been entered in the annual register prepared by
13 the registrars, —so as to read as follows:
14 Section 37. When, in a primary, a voter seeks
15 to pass the guard rail, he shall be asked by one
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16 of the ballot clerks with which political party he
17 desires to be enrolled, and the ballot clerk upon
18 reply shall distinctly announce the name of such
19 political party and give him such political party
20 ballot. The voter’s selection shall be checked on
21 the voting list used by the ballot clerk, and such
22 list shall be returned to the city or town clerk to
23 be retained in his custody as long as he retains the
24 ballots cast whereupon such voting list shall be
25 transmitted to the registrars of voters for preser-
26 vation for five years after the expiration of which
27 it may be destroyed. Said officers shall, upon
28 receiving a written request therefor, signed by the
29 chairman of any ward, town or city committee,
30 or by at least ten voters in the ward, town or
31 precinct for which the list is desired, furnish a
32 certified copy of said list to any ward, town or city
33 committee. The party enrolment of voters under
34 this or the following section shall be made bi-
35 ennially on or after January first in each even-
36 numbered year and shall terminate on December
37 thirty-first in each odd-numbered year, and shall
38 be transferred to the voting lists to be used within
39 said dates if the names of such voters have been
40 entered in the annual register prepared by the
41 registrars.


