
SENATE 78

To accompany the petition of The Public Franchise League, by
Horace P. Moulton, secretary, for legislation relative to the filing of
certain contracts for the purchase of gas or electricity by gas or elec-
tric companies. Power and Light.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act relative to the Filing of Certain Contracts for the
Purchase of Gas or Electricity by Gas or Electric
Companies.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and sixty-four of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 eighty-five A the following new section:
4 Section 858. A gas or electric company that has,
5 prior to the effective date of this section, entered into
6 or shall thereafter enter into any contract for the pur-
-7 chase of gas or electricity shall file with the department
8 within ten days after said effective date a copy of any
9 such existing contract and any extension or modifica-

-10 tion thereof, if in writing, or, if not in writing, a state-
-11 ment of all the terms thereof, and within ten days
12 after the execution of any such contract, or of any
13 extension or modification of any such contract whether
14 or not existing on said effective date, a copy thereof,
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15 if in writing, or, if not in writing, a statement setting
16 forth all the terms thereof; provided, that nothing
17 herein contained shall be construed as requiring the
18 filing of a contract for the purchase of gas or electricity
19 from a person or corporation engaged in manufactur-
-20 ing, where the manufacture, sale or distribution of gas
21 or electricity by such person or corporation is a minor
22 portion of his or its business, and which contract is
23 made in connection with a contract to supply such
24 person or corporation with gas or electricity. A gas
25 or electric company failing to file a copy or statement
26 as required herein shall forfeit five dollars for each
27 day during which such failure continues. All such
28 forfeitures may be recovered by an information in
29 equity brought in the supreme judicial court by the
30 attorney general, at the relation of the department,
31 and when so recovered shall be paid to the common-
-32 wealth.


