
No. 185SENATE
To accompany the petition of Henry O. Tilton that a unicameral

city council be established in the city of Worcester. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act establishing a Unicameral City Council in
the City of Worcester.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter four hundred and forty-
-2 four of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-
-3 three, as amended, is hereby further amended
4 by striking out section nine and inserting in
5 place thereof the following;
6 Section 9. The city council shall be com-
-7 posed of fifteen members, of whom one shall
8 be elected by and from the qualified voters of
9 each of the ten wards, and five shall be elected

10 by and from the qualified voters of the city at
11 large; all members to be nominated at partisan
12 primaries as heretofore; and, except as herein-
-13 after provided, all members shall serve for terms
14 of two municipal years each. If in any year of
15 a new division of the city into wards the num-
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16 her of the wards shall be changed, the terms of
17 office of all the ward members of the city council
18 shall expire at the end of the municipal year in
19 which the division is made, provided that an
20 election as hereinafter provided has then been
21 held, and at the biennial municipal election oc-
-22 curring in such year, or at a special municipal
23 election if no biennial election is to be held in
24 said city in such year, as many ward members of
25 the city council shall be so elected as there are
26 wards, as created by such division; of such
27 members initially elected those from even num-
-28 bered wards shall serve for a term of one munici-
-29 pal year and those from odd numbered wards
30 for a term of two municipal years.

1 Section 2. Of the ward members of the city
2 council initially elected under this act, those
3 from even numbered wards shall serve for a term
4 of one year and those from odd numbered wards
5 shall serve for a term of two years, and of the
6 members at large initially so elected the two
7 receiving the highest number of votes cast shall
8 serve for a term of two years and the others for
9 a term of one year; and thereafter as the term

10 of a member expires his successor shall be
11 elected to serve for two years; and in every

12 case until the qualification of his successor. In
13 this section the word “year” shall mean a

14 municipal year. Upon the qualification of the
15 members so initially elected the terms of office
16 of the members of said city council in office im-
-17 mediately prior thereto shall cease.
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1 Section 3. All acts and parts of acts incon-
-2 sistent with this act are hereby repealed.

1 Section 4. This act shall be submitted for
2 acceptance to the registered voters of the city
3 of Worcester at its next city election in the form
4 of the following question, which shall be placed
5 upon the official ballot to be used at said elec-
-6 tion: “Shall an act passed by the general court
7 in the year nineteen hundred and thirty-five,
8 entitled 'An Act establishing a unicameral city
9 council in the city of Worcester,’ be accepted?”

10 If a majority of the voters voting thereon vote
11 in the affirmative in answer to said question,
12 this act shall thereupon take effect, but not
13 otherwise.




