
No. 215SENATE
To accompany the petition of Frederic H. Fay, vice-chairman,

Division of Metropolitan Planning, for legislation to promote more
economical and orderly development of the Commonwealth through
the creation of an unpaid State planning commission. State Ad-
ministration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act to Promote More Economical and Orderly
Development of the Commonwealth through the
Creation of an Unpaid State Planning Commission.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section seventeen of chapter six
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 section one of chapter three hundred and seventy-
-4 four of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
-5 four, is hereby further amended by inserting after
6 the word “commission” in the seventh line the
7 following: —the state planning commission,—
Bso as to read as follows;-—Section 17. The
9 armory commissioners, the art commission, the

10 commission on administration and finance, the
11 commissioner of state aid and pensions, the com-
-12 missioners on uniform state laws, the public be-
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13 quest commission, the state ballot law commission,
14 the board of trustees of the Soldiers’ Home in
15 Massachusetts, the milk regulation board, the
16 alcoholic beverages control commission, the state
17 planning commission, the trustees of the state
18 library, the state racing commission and the
19 Greylock reservation commission shall serve under
20 the governor and council, and shall be subject to
21 such supervision as the governor and council
22 deem necessary or proper.

1 Section 2. Said chapter six is hereby further
2 amended by adding after section forty-eight,
3 added by section two of said chapter three hun-
-4 dred and seventy-four, under the heading “State
5 Planning Commission”, the following three new
6 sections: ■—

7 Section 49 . There shall be a state planning
8 commission of seven members, in this and the two
9 following sections called the commission, consist-

10 ing of the commissioner of public works, or a
11 representative designated by him from the per-
-12 sonnel of his department, the commissioner of the
13 metropolitan district commission, or a representa-
-14 tive designated by him from the personnel of his
15 department, the commissioner of conservation, or
16 a representative designated by him from the per-
-17 sonnel of his department, the chairman of the
18 state board of housing or a representative desig-
-19 nated by him from the personnel of his depart-
-20 ment, and three members appointed by the
21 governor, with the advice and consent of the
22 council, who shall be designated in their initial
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23 appointments to serve respectively for three, five
24 and seven years, and one of whom shall be desig-
-25 nated by the governor as chairman. Any designa-
-26 tion of his representative by a commissioner as
27 aforesaid shall be made by a writing filed in his
28 office, and shall run for such period as he may
29 prescribe therein, and may at any time be re-
-30 voked by him. All members of the commission
31 shall serve without compensation. Upon the
32 expiration of the term of office of an appointive
33 member, his successor shall be appointed in the
34 manner aforesaid to serve for seven years. The
35 commission may employ a chief engineer and an
36 executive secretary. The commission may ap-
-37 point such assistants and temporary technical
38 advisers as the work of the commission may re-
-39 quire.
40 The governor may, in addition to the commis-
-41 sion hereby established, appoint with the advice
42 and consent of the council, for such terms of office
43 as he may prescribe an advisory board to consist
44 of leaders in industry, finance, commerce and the
45 arts and sciences whose duty it shall be to con-
-46 suit with and advise the commission in the per-
-47 formance of its duties. Said advisory board shall
48 serve without compensation.
49 Section 50. The commission shall have the fol-
-50 lowing powers and duties:
51 (a) To investigate and make plans and recom-
-52 mendations for the transportation services and
53 facilities within the commonwealth by rail, high-
-54 way, water, and air;
55 (h) To assist in stabilizing industry and em-
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ployment by promoting and planning short-time
and long-time programs for public works of all
kinds within the commonwealth;

56
57
58

(c) To plan and assist in planning for better
housing, for municipal and regional planning and
zoning and for the better distribution of popula-
tion and industry;

59
60
61
62

(d) To plan and assist in planning for the best
uses of the natural resources and natural advan-
tages of the commonwealth and to publicize its
historical, recreational and vacational assets;

63
64
65
66

( e ) To prepare and from time to time revise a
state master plan, which shall show existing or
proposed parks, forests, parkways, public reser-
vations, highways, public buildings, air terminals
and other matters of public interest;
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(/) To plan and assist in planning for all proj-
ects, public or private, for which federal appro-
priations, grants or loans may pay a part or all of
the cost.

72
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Section 51 . The commission shall annually sub-
mit to the budget commissioner the estimates re-
quired by sections three and four of chapter
twenty-nine and shall prepare and file an annual
report as required by sections thirty-two and
thirty-three of chapter thirty. The commission
shall further from time to time make such reports
and recommendations as in its judgment are de-
sirable. It may sell maps prepared by it in con-
nection with its work at such prices and on such
conditions as it may determine. The commission
shall co-operate with municipal and town planning
boards and officials for the purpose of guiding and
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I

89 accomplishing a co-ordinated, adjusted and har-
-90 monious development of the commonwealth. It
91 shall encourage the creation of such boards and
92 gather information relating to municipal planning
93 for their use, and shall also promote the adoption
94 of municipal zoning and gather information
95 relative thereto for the use of municipalities adopt-
-96 ing or proposing to adopt the same. It shall call
97 the attention of mayors, city councils and select-
-98 men of cities and towns having planning boards
99 to the provisions of sections seventy, seventy-one

100 and seventy-two of chapter forty-one of the
101 General Laws.

1 Section 3. The various boards, departments
2 and divisions of the commonwealth and city and
3 town officials may consult with the commission
4 and shall furnish all facts and information re-
-5 quested by the commission within their knowl-
-6 edge or control.

1 Section 4. Sections five and six of chapter
2 twenty-eight of the General Laws, as appearing
3 in the Tercentenary edition thereof, are hereby
4 repealed. As soon as may be after the effective
5 date of this act, all books, papers, maps, charts,
6 plans, records, and all other equipment in the
7 possession of the metropolitan planning division
8 hereby abolished, or of any member or officer
9 thereof, shall be delivered to the state planning

10 commission.

1 Section 5. Section twenty-three of chapter
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2 one hundred and twenty-one of the General
3 Laws, as amended by chapter three hundred and
4 sixty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 thirty-three, is hereby further amended by
6 striking out, in the sixth, seventh and eighth
7 lines, the words “encourage the creation of local
8 planning boards, gather information relating to
9 town planning for the use of such boards”,

10 so as to read as follows: —Section 23. The
11 state board of housing, in this and the eleven
12 following sections called the housing board, shall
13 investigate defective housing, the evils resulting
14 therefrom and the work being done in the com-
-15 monwealth and elsewhere to remedy them, study
16 the operation of building laws and laws relating
17 to tenement houses, and promote the formation
18 of organizations intended to increase the num-
-19 ber of wholesome homes for the people, and shall
20 supervise and control, as hereinafter provided,
21 the operations of corporations formed under
22 authority of section twenty-six E.

1 Section 6. Section twenty-six of chapter one
2 hundred and twenty-one of the General Laws,.
3 as amended by chapter three hundred and sixty-
-4 four of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
-5 three, is hereby further amended by striking out
6 said section twenty-six and inserting in place
7 thereof the following:
8 Section 26. The housing board shall furnish
9 information and suggestions from time to time to

10 city governments,selectmen and planning boards,
11 which may tend to promote the purposes of
12 section twenty-three, and shall call the atten-
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13 tion of mayors, city councils and boards of
selectmen to the provisions of sections seventy to
seventy-two inclusive of chapter forty-one of the
General Laws in so far as said sections seventy
to seventy-two refer to housing.

14
15
16
17

Section 7. All persons holding office or
employment in the department of public welfare
and performing immediately prior to the taking-
effect of this act any duties hereby imposed upon
the state planning commission, and all persons
then employed in the metropolitan planning
division, shall have preference in appointment
or employment under said planning commission
in so far as, in its opinion, the respective appli-
cants are qualified and to the extent permitted
by appropriations made, and shall be eligible to
such appointment or employment without civil
service examination, but otherwise shall be sub-
ject to the civil service laws and rules, where
they apply.
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