
SENATE No. 264
To accompany the petition of the Central Labor Union of Boston 

& Vicinity, by Harry P. Grages, secretary, for legislation to provide 
for freedom of association of public utility employees and improve- 
ment of public utility public relations. Labor and Industries.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act authorizing Employees of Public Utility 
Companies to organize into Groups and enter 
into “ Collective Bargaining”, so called.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:
1 S e c t io n  1. When used in this act and for
2 the purpose of this act the term “ public util-
3 ity ” includes all persons, firms, corporations,
4 associations and joint stock associations or com-
5 panies operating any equipment or facilities or
6 furnishing any service included within the defi-
7 nition of the term “ common carrier”, other
8 than railroads, as defined or described in chapter 

I  9 one hundred and fifty-nine, section twelve of
10 the General Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
11 centenary edition thereof, and as amended from
12 time to time, and also within the definition of
13 the term “ electric company” and “ gas com-
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14 pany” as defined or described in chapter one
15 hundred and sixty-four, section one, of the
16 General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
17 edition thereof, and as amended from time to
18 time.

1 S e c t i o n  2. The purposes of the act are (1)
2 to forbid any limitation upon freedom of asso-
3 ciation among employees or any denial as a
4 condition of employment or otherwise, of the
5 right of employees to join any labor organiza-
6 tion, and (2) to provide for the complete inde-
7 pendence of public utility employees in the
8 m atter of self-organization to carry out the
9 provisions of this act.

1 S e c t i o n  3. Employees shall have the right
2 to organize and bargain collectively through
3 representatives of their own choosing, and shall
4 be free from the interference, influence or co-
5 ercion of public utilities or their agents in the
6 designation of such representatives, or in self-
7 organization, or in other concerted activities
8 for the purpose of collective bargaining or other
9 mutual aid or protection. No public utility,

10 its officers or agents shall deny or in any way
11 question the right of its employees to join,
12 organize or assist in organizing the labor organi-
13 zation of their own choice and it shall be un-
14 lawful for any public utility to interfere in any
15 way with the organization of its employees or
16 to use the funds, or use or provide other prop-
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17 erty or facilities or personnel of the public
18 utility in maintaining or assisting or contributing
19 to any labor organization or in performing any
20 work therefor, or to influence or coerce employees
21 in an effort to induce them to join or remain, or
22 not to join or remain members of any labor
23 organization.

1 S e c t i o n  4. Each public utility shall, within
2 thirty days after the effective date of this act,
3 notify in writing each of its employees of the
4 provisions of this act.

1 S e c t i o n  5. Any person, or persons, labor
2 union, organization or corporation having an
3 interest in this act or in the enforcement thereof
4 may institute proceedings either at law or in
5 equity or before any appropriate administra-
6 tive governmental agency to prevent and re-
7 strain any violation of this act or to obtain other
8 appropriate relief.
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