
SENATE . . . . No. 307
To accompany the petition of William A, Davenport for legislation

to regulate the compensation of certain prisoners in penal institutions
for certain work performed by them. Public Welfare.

Che Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts!

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act further regulating the Amount and Manner
of compensating Certain Prisoners for Certain
Work performed by them while confined in the
Penal Institutions of the Commonwealth.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act
2 would tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is
3 hereby declared to be an emergency law, neces-
-4 sary for the immediate preservation of the pub-
-5 lie necessity and convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and twenty-seven of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out section forty-eight A, as appearing in the
4 Tercentenary edition, and inserting in place
5 thereof the following:
6 Section JfBA. Inmates of the institutions
7 named in section fifty-one, other than persons
8 convicted of felony, and state farm shall be em-
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9 ployed in the industries established and main-
-10 tained therein under authority of said section
11 and shall be compensated therefor at the pre-

-12 vailing rate of compensation for similar services
13 outside of such institutions, as determined from
14 time to time, upon request of the commissioner,
15 keeper or master, as the case may be, by the com-
-16 missioner of labor and industries. From such
17 compensation there shall be deducted by the
18 officer in charge of the institution a reasonable
19 sum for the care and maintenance of the inmate
20 at the institution, and the remainder shall be
21 paid over monthly, or at other periods deter-
-22 mined by rules and regulations which such officer
23 in charge is hereby authorized to establish, to
24 the inmate’s dependents, if any, directly or
25 through the board of public welfare of the city
26 or town chargeable or likely to become charge-
-27 able for the support of such dependents; and,
28 if such sums are paid over directly to such de-
-29 pendents, notice shall be sent by the officer in
30 charge of the institution to the board of public
31 welfare of such city or town. If there are no
32 such dependents, such remainder may be ex-
-33 pended on behalf of the inmate for articles for
34 his own use, to be purchased by reference to a
35 list approved from time to time by the officer
36 in charge of the institution, or may be accumu-
-37 lated to the credit of the inmate, and shall be
38 paid to him upon his release from such institu-
-39 tion in such instalments and at such times as
40 may be prescribed in such rules or regulations.


